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NDP Leader Andrea Horwath (centre), event organizer Donna Keuhl and MPP Sara Singh (Brampton Centre) show their Orange Shirts during a stop in Brampton to mark 
Truth and Reconciliation Day, which will be recognized in Canada on Sep. 30 (Thursday). The event came ahead of an announcement by the province Wednesday afternoon 
that it would invest nearly $24 million into “targeted supports’ for Inuit, Metis and First Nation students, along with a mandatory social studies curriculum that will be rolled 
out for students in Grades 1-3 for the 2023-24 school year. 


In a statement, NDP critic for Indigenous and Treaty Relations, Sol Mamakwa, stated that while the announcement of the new curriculum, more must be done, particularly 
as the province cut funding to an Indigenous curriculum-writing program in 2018. ’That cut was wrong, and now it is translating into years of delays, and many thousands 
of kids missing this important learning opportunity. Ontario can do so much better,” said Mamakwa. 

(Submitted Photo) 
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Trudeau re-ups 
Freeland as 
party outlines 
issues 
. k NEWS Pg 12 oF 
EllisDon backs 
science-based 
emissions re- 
duction targets 
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‘New Malton 
courts named 


A third-party corporate re- 
port launched in the wake of 
blistering allegations by a for- 
mer City of Brampton staffer 
did not find evidence of un- 
lawful activity or discrimina- 
tory behaviour by employees 
or third-party vendors. 

The report, commissioned 
by Brampton council through 
forensic auditor Deloitte in 
late April after Gurdeep 
f (Nikki) Kaur made allega- 
tions of improper hiring 
practices and criminal activ- 
ity and other allegations, 
found that "corporate poli- 
cies have been followed in all 
but two instances of adminis- 
trative non-compliance with 
City policies and standard 
operating procedures at the 
Director-level, one regarding 
the lack of a completed lim- 
ited tendering form for an ex- 
tension of existing work and 
another regarding the lack of 


Caledon’s 
Rotary Place 
expansion 
breaks ground > 


Giving 
Opportunities to 
BIPOC Youths 


substantiat 


The City of Brampton was not found to have committed unlawful activity or discriminatory behaviour by its em- 
ployees or third-party vendors, a corporate report from Deloitte, released Wednesday, has found. The report was 
prompted by allegations from ex-staffer Gurdeep (Nikki) Kaur. (PWN File Photo) 


a limited tendering form." 

The report, which cost 
$500,000 and came to the 
same conclusions as previous 
investigations by Peel Police 
and the Ontario Ombuds- 
man, and led to discussions 
between councillors over 
whether to air the matter 
publicly, found that many of 
the areas of investigation re- 
sulted in allegations that 
were "were not substantiated 
upon review or lacked suffi- 
cient detail to investigate fur- 
ther." 

Additionally, the report 
suggests that accusations 
Kaur made towards the city's 
human resources director, 
Sandeep Aujla, alleging that 
he made discriminatory re- 
marks at a meeting, were 
found to be false, as Deloitte 
obtained a tape recording of 
the meeting in question. 

The report also states that, 


Sep. 30, 2021 


, corporate 
report states 


by Alex Gregory 


regarding policy and proce- 
dure compliance, "Deloitte 
did not identify any evidence 
of a raise being given outside 
of standard process nor due 
to favoritism from a pre-ex- 
isting relationship... in re- 
viewing allegations _of 
improper employee transfer, 
Deloitte did not identify any 
policy violations." 

As part of the investigation, 
an anonymous portal was 
made available to city em- 
ployees and residents to sub- 
mit concerns related to 
processes or personnel. In a 
statement, the city said it 
would look to "automate as- 
pects of the Finance process, 
with the intention of reduc- 
ing documentation-related 
compliance risks." 

Look for additional cover- 
age of this story Thursday af- 
ternoon, in this edition of 
Peel Weekly News. 


You Can Help 

* volunteer 

« donate funds or food 
* hold a food drive 
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HOUSING 
NEEDED! 


The R.E.S.T Bridge of Hope program 


helps prevent homelessness by 


providing rented spaces for black 
youth aging out of foster care. 
Currently, we have youth in need of 
INFORMATION housing. We are looking to begin 
tenancy as soon as possible. We are 
always looking for caring landlords 
who can provide a safe home 
environment for our youth. 


RENTAL SPACE Master Bedroom or 


Basement Apartment 


LOCATION Brampton 


If you or someone you know have rental 
spaces available, please contact us. 


905-863-1118 
info@restcentres.org 


PDN September 30, 2021_Layout 1 9/30/2021 12:19PM Page 4 


Fonthill man arrested after sex 
assault in Mississauga 


A54 year-old 
Fonthill man is 
under arrest in con- 
nection with a sex 
assault case that oc- 
curred late last year 
in south Missis- 
sauga. 

Investigators from 
the Special Victims 
Unit said the victim, 


a 26 year-old 
Brampton woman, 
attended an 
“Ayahuasca” (plant- 
based psychedelic) 
ceremony in Dec. 
2020 at a residence 
in the Lakeshore 
Road and 


Hurontario Street 
area. 


The victim was 
sexually assaulted 
at the ceremony, ac- 
cording to police. 
She did not sustain 
physical injuries 
during the incident. 

Police arrested 
Mario Restrepo, of 
Fonthill, and 
charged him with 
one count of sexual 
assault. Restrepo 
will appear in 
Brampton court in 
November to an- 
swer to the charges. 

Police believe 
other victims may 
be involved in the 
case, as Restrepo “is 
known to conduct 
these ceremonies at 
various locations 
throughout On- 
tario,” according to 
police. 


_ der. 
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Suspect caught after separate 
assaults in Brampton parks 


Investigators 
from the Special 
Victims Unit, 
along with offi- 
cers from the 21 
Division Criminal 
Investigation Bu- 
reau, have 
charged a man for 


assaulting two 
women in Bramp- 
ton parks last 
month. 


On. Sep. 15, a 
victim was jog- 
ging in Massey 
Park around 
10:55 a.m. when 
she was ap- 
proached by the 
suspect, who 
forcibly grabbed 
her by the shoul- 
The victim 
was able to break 


free and call for 
help, while the 
suspect fled into a 
nearby wooded 
area. 

On Sep e204 
victim was walk- 
ing in Jayfield 
Park around 11:30 
a.m. when she 
was approached 
by the suspect, 
who assaulted her 
before fleeing the 
park. 

Police later ar- 
rested 19 year-old 
Paul Yousif, of 
Brampton, and 
charged him with 
one count each of 
assault, assault 
with a weapon 
and assault caus- 
ing bodily harm. 


Yousif appeared 
in Brampton 
court Wednesday 
morning for a bail 
hearing. 

Police believe 
that there may be 
more victims in 
the community, 
and investigators 
are continuing to 
appeal for assis- 
tance from any- 
one who may 
have information 
relating to these 
two incidents. 

Anyone with in- 
formation regard- 
ing the case is 
asked to call po- 
lice at (905) 453- 
2121, ext. 3460. 


Province boosts anti-racism efforts with grant program 


by Surjit Singh Flora and Alex Gregory 


The province of 
Ontario is looking 
to put the curb on 
racism and hate 
with new _initia- 
tives aimed at 
helping communi- 
ties fight back. 

In the wake of 
recent efforts by 
community 
groups and school 
boards to outline 
anti-racism and 
anti-hate policies, 
including several 
organizations in 
Peel, the province 
outlined plans 
Tuesday to launch 
a $1.6 million 
grant program to 
support commu- 
nity-based_ initia- 
tives that will help 
connect communi- 
ties. 

Community 
based non-profits, 


First Nations, 
Tribal Councils, 
Indigenous non- 
profits and 


Provincial Territo- 
rial Organizations 
can apply for 
grants of $40,000 
over two years, or 
$100,000 over 


two years for part- 
nerships between 
at least two organ- 
izations. 

The funding was 
announced by Mil- 
ton MPP Parm Gill 
on Tuesday at 
Scarborough’s 
Chinese Cultural 
Centre of Greater 
Toronto. 

"Recent events, 
such as the hor- 
rific Islamophobic 
attack in London, 
and the rise in 
anti-Asian hate 
and antisemitism 
continue to re- 
mind us _ that 
racism cannot 
simply be rele- 
gated to Canada’s 
history _ books," 
said Gill. "By em- 
powering those on 
the frontlines of 
tackling hate in 
our communities, 
we can make sig- 
nificant progress 
in stamping out 
hate in all its 
forms." 

The grant pro- 
gram was devel- 


) p e 
collaboratively 


with community 
partners across 
the province, and 
is intended to sup- 
port community- 
led initiatives that 
will help build ca- 
pacity, connect 
communities and 
deepen under- 
standing to ad- 
dress the impacts 
of racism and 
hate. 

The themes 
brought up in 
Tuesday’s press 


conference were 
also reiterated by 


the Region of Peel 
earlier this month, 
as they outlined ed 
their efforts to 
combat racism 
and hatred within 
the school system. 

“We are commit- 
ted to learning, 
evolving, and 
owning the role we 
have played in 
preserving the sys- 
tems that advan- 
tage some and 
disadvantage oth- 
ers,’ the region 
said earlier this 
month. “We ac- 


cept responsibil- 
ity to expose and 
oppose __ racism, 
and dismantle the 
institutional sys- 


tems that perpetu- 
ate social 
inequities... we 
recognize that 


racism and_ sys- 
temic discrimina- 
tion disrupt the 
lives of our resi- 
dents, affecting 
their health and 
wellbeing, and are 
key drivers of in- 
equality. We have 
a responsibility 


and role to play in 
acknowledging 
and _ _ addressing 
racism and dis- 
crimination to 
achieve _ lasting 


informa- 
about the 
province’s grant 
rogram can be 
ound at 
ontario.ca/page/a 
nti-racism-anti- 
hate-grant-pro- 
gram. 


° 
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Victim in Brampton homicide tied to 2018 murder STAY IN 
Grenoble Boulevard garding the incident is TO U C kK] 


A Brampton man 
that was murdered 
outside his family 


home had ties to a 
2018 homicide case. 

26 year-old Guryodh 
Khattra sustained fatal 
gunshot wounds dur- 
ing an altercation that 
took place last 
Wednesday evening, 
around 4:45 p.m. in 
the Rushbrook Drive 
area. 

Khattra was report- 
edly under house ar- 
rest at the time of the 
incident, due to his in- 
volvement in the 2018 
murder of 21 year-old 
Paviter Singh Bassi, 
who was beaten and 
fatally stabbed during 
an altercation in front 


of Sandalwood 
Heights Secondary 
School in Mar. 2018. 


Khattra was on bail 
at the time of last 
week’s incident, and 
his case was set to be 
heard on Friday in 
court. 

Police said last week 
that the incident is re- 
portedly a “targeted 
attack,” and that a 
group of three sus- 
pects in a_— grey 
Hyundai Tuscon were 
seen fleeing the area 
after the incident. 

The vehicle used in 
the shooting was al- 
legedly set on fire and 
abandoned soon after 
the incident, in the 
Williams Parkway and 


area. 
Anyone with addi- 
tional information re- 


asked to call police at 
(905) 453-2121, ext. 
3205. 


Guryodh Khattra, as seen in 
an undated handout photo. 
(Peel Police) 


Device drive closes youth digital divide 


by Catherine Soplet 


“We need more com- 


puters.” says Alison 
Cannin, founder of 
Let’s Get Together 


(LGT), a nonprofit ona 
mission to connect par- 
ents, youth and com- 
munities with 
equitable access to 
computerized devices, 
internet and digital flu- 
ency. 

TechCollect’s device 
drive for computers, 
laptops and mobile de- 
vices is one pathway to 
a solution. 

The next Brampton 
event will be held at 
Cyril Clark Public Li- 
brary (20 Loafer’s Lake 


Lane) this Saturday, 
Oct. 2 from 10 a.m. — 2 
p.m 


Alison’s ultimate goal 
is for every individual 
across Canada to own a 
computer, have access 
to internet service and 
a clear pathway to en- 
hance their digital lit- 
eracy by 2024. 

To reach this ambi- 
tious goal, LGT created 
its Tech4All Youth stu- 
dent-led initiative to 
harness the knowledge 
and skills of youth 
across Canada. 

With the assistance of 
mentors, Tech4All stu- 
dents can help those in 
most need while ad- 


vancing their own edu- 
cation and learning. 

TechCollect’s refur- 
bished items are dis- 
tributed via an 
application portal. “We 
receive applications 
not just from students 
(all ages) and their 
families, but now also 
from schools, agencies, 
hospitals,” says Can- 
ning. 

“Right now, we’re re- 
furbishing a computer 
for a terminally ill 
youth so he can play 
game Minecraft. Then 
he can game and so- 
cialize on-line with 
buddies,” says Alison. 

Unfortunately, under 
the fourth wave of 
COVID- 19 pandemic, 
friends are restricted to 
visit in person. 

The essential need for 
a device, internet ac- 
cess and digital fluency 
was laid bare under the 
pandemic. 

Many people in Peel 
were unequipped to 
pursue their education 
or employment oppor- 
tunities, or access es- 
sential community 
resources without ac- 
cess to a working com- 
puter or internet at 
home. 

Continued Pg 9 
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No winners in game of political pawns between Canada and China 


Cowardly and 
shameful. 

Anews segment on 
CP24 News ap- 
peared as Prime 
Minister Justin 


Trudeau was speak- 
ing during a news 
conference this past 
weekend, with a 
small blurb indicat- 
ing that Huawei‘s 
Chief Financial Offi- 
cer, Meng Wanzhou, 
would be flying back 
to China after reach- 
ing an agreement in 
principle with the 
U.S 


A light bulb went 
off -- did Canada 
agree to release her 
from Canadian cus- 
tody in return for 
Michael Kovrig and 
Michael Spavor? 

It didn't take long 
to realize why 
Trudeau was going 
to address Canadi- 
ans. The — screen 
flashed, and he an- 
nounced that both 
Michaels would be 
returning to Canada. 

This was great 
news for the families 


SURJIT SINGH 


MISSISSAUGA 
COMIC EXPO 


of both men, but it 
shouldn't have taken 
that long to get to 
this point. 

They — shouldn't 
have suffered for our 
political posturing. 

Both men spent 
more than 1,000 
days in prison under 
terrible conditions, 
and they were de- 
nied access to their 
loved ones and free- 
doms for almost 
three years. It was 
totally wrong. 

Was it worth it? 

Both Michaels 
were released to 
prove that China 
took these two men 
as hostages for 
Canada's good con- 
duct. Wanzhou’s ar- 
rest was not the only 
consequence. 
Huawei's future in- 
volvement in the 5G 
wireless network 
will be a major con- 
cern, but Wanzhou 
was the main focus. 

Trudeau's hands 
were tied by both 
China and_ the 
United States, as 
they played a game 
of political chess 
across the globe. 

Wanzhou’s activi- 
ties in Canadian 
space were impeded 
by the fact that she 


was under arrest, 
and there was an ex- 
tradition agreement 
on the table with the 
States. What was the 
States' purpose of 
enforcing the treaty, 
knowing that it 
would have ramifi- 
cations for Canada? 

The only fault with 
Trudeau is that he 
should have imme- 
diately issued a 
travel advisory for 
China and tried to 
get all Canadian Cit- 
izens out of country 
once Wanzhou's ar- 
rest was made pub- 
lic. 

This was pre- 
dictable, and the ar- 
rest was a matter of 
law, and Canada had 
to follow it or throw 
away the extradition 
treaty. 

China just proved 
they have no prob- 
lem with taking 
hostages. They held 
two Canadians cap- 
tive for almost three 
years. Where is the 
justice, where is the 
outrage, and why are 
we still doing busi- 
ness with this dicta- 
torial country? 

It is now evident 
that both men in 
question were never 
guilty of anything in 


China, and_ they 
were only held cap- 
tive as pawns be- 
cause of Wanzhou. 

It's all fallout from 
Trudeau's blunder. 
He allowed Canada 
to be played by both 
the U.S. and China. 
He _ should have 
thought twice about 
the implications be- 
fore approving the 
arrest, but he didn't. 

Whatever 
Wanzhou allegedly 
did has got nothing 
to do with Canada's 
interests. 

The arrest of 
Wanzhou was proof 
that Canada _ is 
America's de facto 
fifty-first state. The 
world doesn't care 
how many times 
Canada keeps say- 
ing, "Hey, we're a 
rule of law country. 
The arrests of Kovrig 
and Spavor are arbi- 
trary." 

Who cares? Blame 
Trudeau, not China 
or the USA. But 
blame China for 
being cowardly and 
shameless. 

Canada's only op- 
tion was to provide 
consular service to 
the two men, to 
exert pressure on 
China by our allies, 


to start pressing the 
Americans to admit 
their mistakes 
(though Trudeau 
was unlikely to go 
through with this 
publicly) and to ap- 
point an ambassa- 
dor for China in the 
hopes of improving 
communication with 
the Chinese leaders. 

Obviously, China 
wanted to sever the 
U.S.'s alliances, in- 
cluding with Canada 
and many other 
countries. This is 
part of a great power 
conflict, and it 
looked like Presi- 
dent Donald Trump 
was playing right to 
Xi Jinping's face as 
he drove Canada 
and Canadians out 
of the U.S., along 
with most of its 
long-standing allies. 

This is a sad state 
of affairs. 

Although it's un- 
likely that the al- 
liances between the 
significant democra- 
cies are being bro- 
ken, the Trump 
Administration's 
trade tariffs (insults 
of world leaders) 
and poor decisions 
regarding interna- 
tional relations 
(WTO/NATO, "Five 


Join us online 


October 23 - 24 


Eyes" security infor- 
mation sharing) in- 
dicate an 
unfortunate trend of 
behaviour. It was 
becoming increas- 
ingly challenging to 
hold alliances to- 
gether, and this was 
so risky and unnec- 
essary. 

Canada was a rela- 
tively insignificant 
entity, acting only as 
a middleman, and 
prior legal agree- 
ments tied their 
hands. Why didn't 
the U.S. take the 
blame on this file? 

This even comes 
across as a distrac- 
tion to counter the 
fact that Canada just 
wasted $610 million 
on a functionally- 
pointless election, 
and this move is the 
equivalent of 
Trudeau waving jazz 
hands to distract us 
from the fact that 
this whole affair was 
a shameful exercise 
on the part of all 
countries involved. 

The only question - 
who is going to apol- 
ogize to Spavor, 
Kovrig and_ their 
families for the way 
they were treated? 


Additional events throughout October 


The Library [SvZ| Mississauca 
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#WeGotTheShot #BetterBrampton 
WeGotTheShot.ca 
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One arrested. in 
August collision 


A19 year-old 
Brampton man is 
under arrest in con- 
nection with the 
death of a 71 year- 
old man in the city 
last month. 

Investigators state 
that the fatality oc- 
curred on Aug. 31, 
when a collision took 
place in the Moun- 
tainash Road and 
Countryside Drive 
area in Brampton, 
around 7:55 p.m. 

As a result of the 
collision, a pedes- 
trian standing on the 
southeast corner of 
Countryside Drive 
was hit by one of the 
vehicles, which 
mounted the curb on 
struck him, causing 


life-threatening in- 
juries. The victim 
later died in hospital. 

Police arrested the 
suspect, a 19 year- 
old who was not 
identified as of press 
time, on Sep. 24 and 
charged him with 
one count of danger- 
ous operation caus- 
ing bodily harm, and 
one count of danger- 
ous operation caus- 
ing death. 

The suspect is due 
to appear in Bramp- 
ton court in Decem- 
ber to answer to the 
charges. 

Anyone with more 
information about 
the incident is asked 
to call police at (905) 
453-2121, ext. 3710. 
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Loaded guns, drugs discovered after property searched 


A“large quantity” of 
drugs, along with a loaded 
Glock .45, were seized by 
police last week after a 
search warrant was con- 
ducted on a residence in 
Mississauga. 

Peel Police said late last 
week that investigators 
from the Specialized En- 
forcement Bureau and our 
Strategic and Tactical En- 
forcement Program laid 
charges against two men 
in connection with the 
search warrant, which was 
conducted at a property in 
the Darcel Avenue and 
Etude Drive area, on Sep. 


25. 

Officers located the 
loaded handgun, which 
had an extended loaded 


magazine, along with fen- 


tanyl and cocaine, along 


loungewear, slippers, and more. 


= Ls a 


chouchoucheri1.com | > 


with a “substantial 
amount” of Canadian cur- 
rency. 

21 year-old Terrell Reid, 
of Mississauga, was 
charged with multiple of- 
fences, including three 
counts of possession with 
intent to traffic, posession 
of a loaded prohibited 
weapon, possession of 


stolen property and 
breach of recognizance. 

26 year-old Triston 
Reid, also of Mississauga, 
was charged with three 
counts of possession with 
intent to traffic. 

Both suspects appeared 
in Brampton court on Sep. 
25. 


orerenny 


905-271-7333 
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TechCollect founder aims for ambitious connection goal 


Continued from Pg 1 


TechCollect 
helped refurbish 
more than 20 
items last Saturday 
at Gore Meadows 
Public Library, in 
partnership with 
Brampton Public 
Library. A number 
of Brampton stu- 
dents were able to 
pick up their new- 
to-them refur- 
bished device. 

“Brampton _Li- 
brary is proud to 
play a part in LGT 
TechCollect’s bid 
to close the digital 
divide,”says Todd 
Kyle, Brampton Li- 
brary’s chief execu- 
tive officer. “We 
encourage every- 
one to drop off 
their used comput- 


ers at these Since then, as tario have been Global, one of the global challenges 


events.” supportive organi- helped. world's leading in shaping a more 
On Oct. 2 at Cyril zations and key Collaborating networks of young inclusive, peaceful 
Clark Library, volunteers joined partners for people learning and _ sustainable 


there will also be a in,morethan2000 Brampton’s Col- about, engaging world. 
metal e-waste bin individuals and_ lectTechevent also with, and working 

to collect un- familiesacrossOn- include Taking It towards tackling 
wanted technology «+, cH —— 

and _indoor/out- 
door household 
metal items that 
weigh 35lbs or less. 

Data erase serv- 
ices will be pro- 
vided for donated 
computers and a 
table will be set up 
to accept computer 
applications. 

LGT started its 
TechCollect pro- 
gram three years 
ago by supporting 
20 families every 
few months to pur- 
chase their own af- 
fordable 
computers. 


- Wednesday November 17 
Online Digital Story Exhibition 
Creation —_ & Virtual Panel Diseussion 


se & Open-Mic 


Registration info & details coming soon! 


! s . ; onlwee Aah) (Owen 
Ontar 1 ondation CONSE 005 ANTS DC CONTEEDD 
Funded by: nt nt teu SS 
Foundation / de fOntania 
MLLER OF Mississauca 
i ape, 6 ie emer On ee 
2 apres paren nee 
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TECH 
COLLECT 
DRIVE 


10150 The Gore Road, Brampton 


20 Loafers Lake Lane, Brampton 


*COVID-19 physical distancing and safety protocols will be in effect 


Let's Get Together, Brampton Library What's accepted: 


and LGTTech4All Youth, want to collect ° Laptops - PC & Mac parts, cables 
your used, broken and unwanted e Desktops and monitors - PC & Mac parts ° 
computers. They will be safely recycled e Consumer Electronics - gaming consoles, 


; iPods, mp3 players, stereo equipment 
or refurbished and circulated back Ug Handheld devices - sinaronones; cell 
the Peel Region community. 


phones, tablets, digital cameras 

e Printers - Inkjet & laserjet, plotters, 
copiers, scanners, fax machines 

e Peripherals - keyboards, mice, USB sticks, 
external storage devices, CD/DVD ROMs, 
cards, laptop bags, webcams, accessories 

¢ Home and business phones 

e Household items of 35/bs or less 


Help us bridge the digital divide! 
Together we can make a difference! 


Questions? Contact info@letsgettogether.ca 


letsgettogether.ca/tech-collect-drive 


#RISINGYOUTH TakingITGlobal 
¥ community service grants INSPIRE INFORM INVOLVE 
ha TE ‘ INSPIRER INFORMER ENGAGER 


#JEUNESENACTION 


MISSISSAUGA | BRAMPTON | CALEDON 


Brampton 
Library 
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Indus partners with PCHS for Peel int'l student report 


Indus Community 
Services announced 
Tursday that it has 
partnered with Pun- 
jabi Community 
Health Services 
(PCHS), via a collab- 
oration with Apna 
Health, to bring the 
facts to light about 
international — stu- 
dents in crisis 
through the release 
of a new Peel-centric 
report. 

The report, titled 
“International Stu- 
dents - Invited & 
Forgotten: Interna- 
tional Students in 
Crisis,” outlines how 
nternational  stu- 
dents in Peel Region 
encounter many 
challenges, with the 
report outlining 
some of the major is- 
sues, such as Labour 
Exploitation and Fi- 
nancial Difficulty, 
Human Trafficking 
and Sexual Exploita- 
tion, Lack of Hous- 
ing and Supports on 
Campus, Drug Traf- 
ficking and Legal Is- 
sues, and Mental 


Health, Addiction, 
and Suicide. 

"This research 
study points to the 
benefits of interna- 
tional students in 
Canada while high- 
lighting the chal- 
lenges these 
students face...rang- 
ing from human sex 
trafficking, recruit- 
ing students to be 
drug mules, mental 
health issues leading 
to suicides, and ex- 
ploitation by un- 
scrupulous 
employers and land- 
lords... (we want to) 
bring these issues to 
the attention of all 
levels of government 
and academic insti- 
tutions," said PCHS 
CEO Baldev Mutta. 

In 2018, 721,205 
international — stu- 
dents studied in 
Canada, comprising 
the largest number 
to date. Research 
conducted in 2019 
shows that Ontario 
attracted the largest 
proportion of inter- 
national students 


(43 per cent), fol- 
lowed by British Co- 
lumbia and Quebec 
(both at 19 per cent). 

In 2019, India was 
the top source coun- 
try for international 
students at the col- 
lege level. 

On average, do- 
mestic students in 
Canada paid $6,822 
in tuition fees, while 
international _ stu- 
dents paid four 
times that amount at 
$27,613 for the same 
duration of study. 

Since international 
students are legally 
allotted to work a 
maximum of 20 
hours per week dur- 
ing school semes- 
ters, many end up 


precariously em- 
ployed to make ends 
meet. 


"These young peo- 
ple not only deserve 
our support and pro- 
tection but also need 
to be recognized as 
the future of our 
communities and es- 
sential to our 
progress as a society. 


This report reveals 
how a poorly envi- 
sioned patchwork of 
policies has con- 
tributed to the enor- 
mous neglect of 
vulnerable young 
people. I sincerely 
hope that govern- 
ment policy makers 
at all levels acknowl- 
edge these problems 
and commit to re- 
moving barriers for 
international — stu- 
dents, while building 
a process that en- 
sures their success" 
says Gurpreet Mal- 
hotra, CEO of Indus 
Community  Serv- 
ices. 

Debt bondage and 
a lack of education 
around consent and 
legal rights has led 
to several incidents 
of workplace sexual 
harassment, repre- 
sentatives from both 
organizations said 
earlier this week. 

Due to the impact 
of COVID-19, many 
international — stu- 
dents faced numer- 
ous challenges in 


their ability to afford 
rent and food, along 
with increased fears 
of being unable to 
complete their pro- 
gram requirements. 
These challenges es- 
calated due to their 
distance from home 
and the lack of a fa- 
miliar support net- 
work. 

"Public post-sec- 
ondary institutions 
are hosts to many in- 
ternational students 
in Brampton. For 
example, Sheridan 
College has 6,000- 
plus international 
students and Al- 
goma University has 
400-plus interna- 
tiona students,” 
said Brampton 
councillor Rowena 
Santos. “These 
learners are our 
local residents... I 
have received nu- 
merous concerns re- 
lated to student 
housing, mental 
health issues, 
human trafficking, 
and inappropriate 
behaviour in local 


neighbourhoods. 
Respected commu- 
nity agencies like 
PCHS and Indus 
provide important 
support services to 
international — stu- 
dents. In their dele- 
gation, these 
agencies flagged se- 
rious issues and 
shared that they feel 
ignored by existing 
post-secondary in- 
stitutions in Bramp- 
ton." The barriers 
faced by interna- 
tional students when 
navigating the com- 
plex reality of living 
and studying in our 
country must be rec- 
ognized in order to 
adequately support 
these individuals, 
says Santos. 

“We are asking col- 
leges, universities, 
community agen- 
cies, and the govern- 
ment to join the 
conversation and 
help us support the 
needs of our interna- 
tional students.” 


CHARITY 


WINTER COAT 


DRIVE 


MAKE A DIFFERENCE 


Lets keep our 
Community Warm 


this Winter! 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18TH 


St. Mark's Church 
130 Mineola Rd. E. 
10AM - 2PM 


ST. MARK'S 


The Church of St. Mark 


Lutheran 


Ob ecoml 


PDN September 30, 2021_Layout 1 9/30/2021 12:19PM Page 12 


Sep. 30, 2021 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | NEWS 12 


Trudeau re-ups Freeland to deputy PM as party 
outlines key issues 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


In its third term, 
the Liberal Party 
is determined to 
spend on six is- 
sues, Prime Min- 
ister Justin 
Trudeau outlined 
during a_ post- 
campaign speech 
earlier this week. 

Amid plans to 
spend billions of 
dollars on new 
programs to get 
the country out of 
the COVID-19 epi- 
demic, Trudeau 
confirmed Tues- 
day that Chrystia 
Freeland would 
return her posi- 
tion as deputy PM 
and finance min- 
ister. 

“T. am_ very 
pleased to be able 
to continue to rely 
on Chrystia,” 
Trudeau said as 
Freeland stood 
beside him Tues- 
day durin a 
media availability 
in Ottawa, “as we 
do the big things 
that Canadians 
have tasked their 


politicians and 
governments to 
do in the coming 


years.” 

During  Tues- 
day’s event, 
Trudeau con- 


firmed that Par- 
liament would 
return this fall, 
though exact 
dates weren't 
known as of press 
time. 

As for the post- 
election plan, 
Trudeau publicly 
pledged to focus 
on six key issues 
heading into the 
coming term: the 
COVID-19 __ epi- 
demic, climate 
change, housing, 
health care, econ- 
omy and reconcil- 


iation with 
Indigenous peo- 
ples. 

The Liberals 


have pledged $9 
billion to train 
thousands of new 
personal support 
workers and in- 
crease their 
salaries. The party 


also promised 10 
days of paid sick 
leave for federal 
workers. 

Trudeau also 
pledged to pro- 
vide funds to im- 
prove ventilation 
in schools and 
provide legal pro- 
tection to busi- 
nesses that have 
decided to make 
vaccinations 
mandatory. 

The Liberals also 
pledged $100 mil- 
lion to study the 
long-term effects 
of COVID-19 
(“long covid,” as it 
is nformally 
known) on the 
health-care — sys- 
tem. 

For Canada's 
housing crisis, the 
Liberals have 
promised to build, 
save or repair 1.4 
million homes 
over the next four 
years. 

The Liberals 
have also pledged 
$2.7 billion to the 
National Housing 


Co-Investment 
Fund, plus a fur- 
ther $1 billion in 


loans. to help 
Canadians _ buy 
new homes. 

Additionally, the 


Liberals have also 
pledged to ensure 
that every Cana- 
dian has access to 
a family doctor 
and to ensure that 
Canadians can 
easily afford pre- 
scription drugs. 
Further prom- 


ises of $150 mil- 
lion that will be 


spent on mental 
health and PTSD 
projects were also 
pledged. 

The Liberals also 
promised to re- 
store the one mil- 
lion jobs lost 
during the epi- 
demic. The party 
had previously 
agreed to spend 
$18 billion over 
five years to im- 
prove living stan- 
dards and provide 
new opportunities 
for Indigenous 
communities. 


The party also 
announced an in- 
crease in carbon 
pricing and a re- 
duction in emis- 
sions to the fossil 
fuel industry. 

The Liberals are 
also promising a 
$1.5 billion rebate 
program for elec- 
tric vehicles. 

Look for addi- 
tional coverage of 
upcoming federal 
plans and policies 
in Peel Weekly 
News. 


"A THAN 


Please practice physic 
by staying atleast2m 


>RESENTS a 
KS@IVING {Sy REMEM 


MONOAY; Chasceet 


al distancing 
etres apart from people 


BER" 


OF EVENTS 


2-00 PM 
3:30 PM 
5:00 PM 
6:30 PM 


SCHEDULE 


~ FOODDRIVE — 


SEPTEMBER 14 - OCTOBER 17 


Together we can raise $400,000 and 
200,000 pounds of food by October 17, 2021! 


www.themississaugafoodbank.org/thanksgiving 


“Ice Cream Girl’ Grows Up: Family Celebrates 31 
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Years in Business 


Sunn Sharma 
opened his first 
Baskin-Robbins lo- 
cation in Sep. 1990 
at 1011 Upper Mid- 
dle Rd. East in 
Oakville, Ontario. 

After getting a 
taste of Pralines’N 
Cream from the 
renowned ice 
cream brand, it was 
an easy choice. 

Over the past 
three decades — 
plus one year — 
Sunny has owned, 
sold and developed 
a total of 12 Baskin- 
Robbins ice cream 
shops. in and 
around the Missis- 
sauga, Milton and 
Oakville areas. 

Each location has 
been, for Sunny 
and his wife, an im- 
portant part of 
their family. With 
its own network of 
staff, regulars and 
neighbours, each 
shop has_ etched 
countless memo- 
ries on their hearts. 

This is the world 
into which their 


daughter Sheena 
and son Sunkalp 
were born. 


“Baskin-Robbins 
is quite literally 
where I grew up,” 
says Sheena 
Sharma. “Our first 
shop is the same 
age as me. Since I 
was a little girl, I 
considered Baskin- 
Robbins as some- 
thing that was 
completely embed- 
ded into my life. I 
was known as the 
‘Ice Cream Girl’ at 
school. 

As a young girl, I 
would sit behind 
the counter and 
make cake boxes 
for my mom or 
stock up cones and 
cups. As I grew up, 
I started serving 
our guests. I went 
to university and 
earned a degree in 
business and then 
completed an 
MBA. Once gradu- 
ated, I knew I 


wanted to help take 
our family business 
to the next level. I 
knew I needed to 
be patient and put 
in my time to prop- 
erly learn the busi- 
ness inside out. I 
had the guidance of 
my family’s experi- 
ence and the men- 
toring of members 
such as Anna Co- 
lacchio from the 
Operations Team 
at Baskin-Robbins 
Canada.” 

The family now 
owns and operates 
three _ locations. 
Over the years, the 
family saw Baskin- 
Robbins as a safe 
investment — both 
of their time and 
money. They al- 
ways had in mind 
the idea of growing 
with the brand. 

Part of their strat- 
egy has been to in- 
aa themselves 
fully within their 
respective commu- 
nities — an effort 
that has included 
local advertising 
and _high-touch, 
personalized cus- 
tomer service. 

“Today, as a sec- 
ond-generation 
Baskin-Robbins 
franchisee, we're 
honoured to be the 

longest-running 
operator in Canada 
— and growing,” 
says Sheena. 

“My parents put 
their hearis and 
souls into serving 
members of our 
community and 
representing the 
brand, even bring- 
ing new business 
owners into the 
network. | When 
you've found some- 
thing good, like a 
great ice cream or 
dessert, you want 
to share it! We’ve 
had the chance to 
expand our busi- 
ness, help to 
launch new 
flavours and meet 
truly amazing peo- 
ple. These are pre- 


cious moments we 
will never take for 
granted.” 

From day one, 
Sunny has been a 
witness to the qual- 
ity of Baskin-Rob- 
bins from a 
product, people 
and culture per- 
spective. Every 
month, the brand 
comes out with a 
new and exciting 
flavour which 
draws in guests 
who seem to appre- 
ciate, more and 
more, the excite- 
ment of _ trying 
something new. 

Baskin-Robbins 
is a brand that 
cares for its con- 
sumers, especially 
when it comes to 
feedback from its 
local shops. With 
this info, the brand 
has successfully in- 
troduced new 
items such as non- 
dairy options, 
Creature Creations, 
a growing lineup of 
frozen coffee bever- 
ages, slime topping 
and more. 

Similarly, in the 
cake category, 
Baskin-Robbins 
has introduced op- 
tions that allow 
guests to personal- 
ize their orders — 
choosing ice cream 
and cake flavours 
as well as décor, 
colours and more! 

“With the help of 
Baskin-Robbins, 
my parents have 
left our commu- 
nity, my brother 
and me with some- 
thing very valu- 
able,” says Sharma. 

“It’s a business 
that is part and 
parcel of our com- 
munity, and I have 
every intention of 
taking this legacy 
forward proudly 
into the future. I 
guess you can say 
I've prepared for 
this mission my 
whole life.” 
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Truth and Reconciliation playing politics with stat holidays? 


On Sep. 30 (Thurs- 
day), Canada will 
mark recognize the 
National Day for 
Truth and Reconcil- 
iation as a statutory 
holiday for the first 
time. 

Anyone who works 
for a federally regu- 
lated company, that 
operates under the 
Canada Labour 
Code, will receive a 
paid holiday for Na- 
tional Truth and 
Reconciliation Day. 

While private com- 
panies and organiza- 
tions that are not 
federally regulated 
can decide for them- 
selves if they want to 
give employees the 
day off, this means 
some other busi- 
nesses may end up 
being closed on 
Thursday. 

It’s a somber occa- 
sion to recognize 
Canada’s _horren- 
dous role in the resi- 
dential school 
system and_ the 
abuse suffered by 
Indigenous children 
and families across 
generations. It is 
also a time to reflect 
on how to move for- 
ward and reconcile 
with that dark past. 

Truth and Recon- 
ciliation Day is a fed- 
eral statutory 
holiday, which 
means a paid holi- 
day for federal em- 
ployees, for 
example, postal 
workers. Provinces 
also set their statu- 
tory holidays. 

The Canadian 
provinces have indi- 
cated, in various 


ways, that they will 


ASK A POOL EXPER Toon 


SURJIT SINGH 


work with Indige- 
nous leaders, organ- 
izations and 
communities on the 
best and ways to 
mark Truth and 
Reconciliation Day, 
followed by engage- 
ment with business 
and labor stakehold- 
ers on how to move 
forward. 

Since this is not a 
provincial statutory 
day, it’s really up to 
the businesses to de- 
cide whether to give 
employees the day 
off or not. 

But, why are only 
government em- 
ployees getting the 
day off with pay? 

With the COVID- 
19 pandemic still in 
the forefront of 
many individuals’ 
minds, government 
offices were the first 
ones to shut the 
doors and send the 
employees home 
with pay. 

So COVID was 
only going to infect 
government em- 
ployees? Of course 
not! 

Those Indian resi- 
dential schools were 
run with the support 
of government fund- 
ing, which means 
the government was 
either blind or 
draining  govern- 
ment accounts. 

After all, it was not 
their money - it was 
the taxpayers’ 
money, and because 
of the government 
closing their eyes, 
those historical in- 
justices have had a 
long-lasting impact 
on our society, par- 
ticularly towards our 
Indigenous peoples. 

The Canadian gov- 
ernment's cultural 
genocide project, the 
Residential Schools, 
tried to convert all 
Indigenous people 


to Christianity 
through coercive 
force. 

This colonialism 


policy caused signif- 
icant suffering for 
Indigenous people. 
We want to make 
this a story of truth 
so that we can avoid 
using the terms im- 
perialism and colo- 
nialism. 

Weare sorry about 
the suffering of the 
Indigenous people. 
The European 
colonists believed it 
was a positive thing 
and had good inten- 
tions. Colonialists 
believed that we 
have a positive cul- 
ture, and that the In- 
digenous _ peoples 
had a bad culture, 
and they though it 
was prudent to con- 
vert one culture into 
another. 

We now need to 
reconcile both the 
good and the bad. 
How can a truth be 
both good and bad 
for so long? 

The Reconciliation 
can be understood 
on two levels: it rec- 
onciles the Indige- 
nous peoples with 
their descendants 
from European colo- 
nialists, and it rec- 
onciles the 
paradoxical "Truth" 
that is both good 
and evil at the same. 

This is how recon- 
ciliation looks these 
days: The Indige- 
nous people should 
come together to 
glorify imperialism 
and love colonialists, 
even though they 
have been abused 
and killed their cul- 
ture. 

I believe that rec- 
onciliation is an in- 
sult to the 
indigenous people. 

It deprives them of 
their fundamental 


dignity as human 
beings and violates 
their human rights 
again. 

Why should all 
Canadians, indige- 
nous or not, glorify 
imperialism ecause 
it is being exercised 
by our international 
allies? 

We are correct if 
another country has 
a different system 
than ours. This is the 
same way that colo- 
nialists thought 
about Indigenous 
culture. We are still 
using military power 
to impose ourselves 
on others, just like 
colonialists did with 
Indigenous people. 

The entire purpose 
of Truth and Recon- 
ciliation is to softly 
coerce Indigenous 
peoples to love colo- 
nialists and glorify 
imperialism, even 
though they are vic- 
tims of colonialism 
and imperialism. 

This is colonialist 
education. Colonial- 
ism in international 
politics is racism. 

Our scholars, text- 
books, academics, 
schools, and other 
institutions refuse to 
condemn imperial- 
ism, colonialism and 
continue to pursue 
imperialist foreign 
policy, indigenous 
rights will be vio- 
lated time and again. 

The Truth and 
Reconciliation has 
done more harm to 
Indigenous people 
than good by not 
condemning imperi- 
alism. 

The U.S., our ally, 
used “weapons of 
mass destruction” as 
an excuse to invade 
and occupy Iraq in 
2003. 

This is imperialist 
international _ poli- 
tics. 


We still praise the 
U.S. and say that 
they are doing a 
great thing with 
good __ intentions, 
even though the 
Iraqi people were 
subject to never- 
ending terror at- 
tacks and chaos. 

This is repeating 
Canada's dark his- 
tory with Residential 
Schools. NATO and 
our allies bombed 
Libya to make it the 
country with the 
highest human de- 
velopment index. 

Even though the 
Libyans suffered as a 
result of NATO's 
bombing operation, 
we still celebrate 
NATO's action as 
democracy and free- 
dom. 

We are supportive 
of our allies' recogni- 
tion of the dark his- 
tory of Residential 
Schools in Canada. 

China has been a 
victim of repeated 
imperialist —inva- 
sions, colonialists’ 
control, and influ- 
ence since 1840. 
China has grown 
since its independ- 
ence in 1949. 

We condemn 
China's communism 
and totalitarianism 
as well as authoritar- 
ianism and dictator- 
ship. We will use 
every excuse to in- 
terfere in China's in- 
ternal affairs. 

Together with our 
allies, we are trying 
again to repeat the 
terrible history of 
Residential Schools 
in Canada. 

Our scholars, aca- 
demics, textbooks, 
schools and foreign 
affairs refuse to con- 
demn imperialism, 
colonialism and con- 
tinue to pursue im- 
perialist policies. 

Weare denigrating 


the wrongdoing at 
Residential Schools 
in Canada, imposing 
colonialism educa- 
tion, as well as per- 
petuating systematic 
racism in society. 

The Canadian 
Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms has 
been in place since 
1982. Yet, Indige- 
nous people con- 
tinue to be subject to 
racist discrimination 
along with other mi- 
norities who have 
immigrated from 
colonial and impe- 
rial countries. 

We don't condemn 
imperialism or colo- 
nialism, but we also 
glorify imperialism 
and ask colonialist 
victims to be loyal. 

We live in an age of 
abundance. This is a 
far cry from 100 
years ago. The 
wealthy can become 
rich without having 
to make others suf- 
fer. The poor can 
still live a decent ex- 
istence without be- 
coming rich. 

To make others 
suffer is imperialism 
and __ colonialism. 
Our national inter- 
ests do not have to 
be compromised by 
advanced _technol- 
ogy or production 
power. 

Factory workers 
suffer all day long 
while working on 
fast technology 
lines, while govern- 
ment employees are 
taking the day off 
with pay. The gov- 
ernment’s actions 
are completely blind 
in this context. 

The winner-takes- 
all mentality of im- 
perialism and 
colonialism is 
threatening world 
peace and dividing 
our society. 


Have a problem with your pool? Book a Virtual Swimming Pool Service Call 


905-990-3265 


www.asKab 


oolex 


oert.com 
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Police looking for leads after fatal Brampton crash 


by Alex Gregory 


Witnesses are 
being sought by 
police in con- 
nection with a 
fatal crash that 
occurred in 
Brampton early 
Saturday 
morning. 

Peel Police’s 
Major Collision 
Bureau said the 
incident oc- 


curred around 
19:°30:-4,m. On 
Saturday (Sep. 
25) in the Stee- 
les Avenue East 
and Bramalea 
Road area, 
when a tractor- 
trailer im- 
pacted a sedan 
near the inter- 
section. 

A19 year-old 


man from Mis- 
sissauga, who 
was in the pas- 
senger seat of a 
2014 Chrysler 


300, suffered 
fatal injuries 
and died at the 
scene. 

The driver of 
the tractor- 
trailer, a 47 


year-old 


Brampton man, 
did not suffer 
any injuries 
from the crash. 

Two other in- 
dividuals in the 
Chrysler,  in- 
cluding the 
driver and a 
passenger sit- 
ting in the rear 
section, were 
sent yo hospital 


with life- 
threatening in- 
juries. 

The driver, a 
21 year-old 
man from Mis- 
sissauga, later 
succumbed to 
his injuries in 
hospital, while 
the passenger, 
a 20 year-old 
Mississauga 


man, remains 
in critical con- 
dition. 

Police are ask- 
ing anyone who 
may have seen 
the collision or 
recorded dash- 
cam footage to 
call them at 
(905) 453- 
2121, ext. 3710. 


FINAL DAY! 


Thursday September 30 
Sy Onis => Ve Tolan 


JOIN US FOR 


THE LAST 


MARKET OF 


THE 2021 
SEASON! 
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In fight for Truth and Reconciliation, we are all Treaty people 


by Chandrakant Shah 


Tt has been 
strongly pressed on 
myself, as the head 
of the Department, 
that Indian children 
should be with- 
drawn as much as 
possible from the 
parental influence, 
and the only way to 
do that would be to 
put them in central 
training industrial 
schools where they 
will acquire _ the 
habits and modes of 
thought of white 
men.’ — Sir John A. 
Macdonald, first 
Prime Minister of 
Canada, House of 
Commons, 1883 jus- 
tifying the Residen- 
tial School System, 
which would see 

enerations of In- 

igenous _ children, 
removed from their 
families. 

In 2015, Justice 
Murray Sinclair 
(now Retired Sena- 
tor Sinclair) pub- 
lished a_ report, 
Honouring the 
Truth, Reconciling 
for the Future Sum- 
mary of the Final 
Report of the Truth 
and Reconciliation 
Commission of 
Canada (TRCC). 

The report re- 
ceived wide publicity 
and stirred the col- 
lective conscious- 
ness of 
non-Indigenous 
Canadians. Many of 
the report’s recom- 
mendations (Calls to 
Action) were geared 
towards our educa- 
tion, health, welfare 
and legal institutions 
run by various gov- 
ernments, few were 
directed to us — non- 
indigenous Canadi- 
ans. 

While the govern- 
ments of Canada, 
territories, provinces 
and municipalities 
and health and edu- 
cational institutions 
have committed to 
act upon them, after 
six years, there are 
quite a few that re- 
main unfulfilled. 

The recent uncov- 
ering of a large num- 
ber of unmarked 
graves on the ground 
of residential schools 


has provided further 
impetus to act upon 
those recommenda- 


tions. 

This year, the 
Canadian _Parlia- 
ment passed the leg- 
islation designatin 
Sep. 30 as Nationa 
Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation, com- 
memorating the 
paint of residential 
schools as recom- 
mended made by the 
TRCC (Act 80). 

In the spirit of rec- 
ommendation, it is 
the day not only to 
reflect and learn 
about our unpleas- 
ant past, but make 
sincere attempts to 
reconcile by our in- 
dividual and collec- 
tive actions. 

In my humble 
opinion, many re- 
cent and established 
settlers (Canadians), 
have little knowl- 
edge of what it 
means to “sign the 
treaty with Indige- 
nous Peoples.” 

Treaties are signed 
between the nation- 
states, both sides ho- 
nour the agreements 
made and are in per- 
petuity unless rene- 
gotiated. 

Often, I hear from 
Canadians of all 
walks of lives, that 
those treaties signed 
in the past are irrele- 
vant today. 

These individuals 
need to understand 
that whether they 
like it or not, they are 
part of the signato- 
ries to the treaties; 
and they are “treaty 
people.’ 

For example, we 
have signed many 
treaties with the 
U.S., including the 
Extradition treaty, 
under which we 
were required to 
hold Meng 
Wanzhou, an execu- 
tive of Huawei Tech- 
nolo from _ the 
Republic of China 
even though some of 
us disapproved it; 
many thought it to 
be a political ploy by 
a previous U.S. pres- 
ident. 

As a result, our two 
citizens, § Michael 


Kovrig and Michael 
Spavor, were jailed. 

However, our gov- 
ernment stood firm 
and adhered to our 
agreement; we did 
not break the treaty 
to free our citizens. 

The British Crown 
had first signed the 
treaty with Indige- 
nous. Peoples in 
Canada in 1701. 
Even today, there 
are several outstand- 
ing treaties and on- 
going negotiations 
and few “unceded 
territories”; where 
Indigenous nations 
have not given up 
their sovereignty. 

So we should not 
kid ourselves, ‘we 
are trea eople’ 
and on fulfil a 
treaty obligations. 

Over the past 150 
years, not only have 
we renegaded those 
treaty obligations we 
had agreed upon, 
broke the promises 
we made and ig- 
nored them. 

Commissions and 
many reports after 
reports on Indige- 
nous Peoples have 
shone a light on our 
mistreatments to- 
ward them, but we 
still fail to acknowl- 
edge them. 

Truth and Recon- 
ciliation Day is time 
to reflect, time to 
reconcile, time to 
learn and confront 
our past, and time to 
charter the intended 
course for the future 
we, “all treaty peo- 
ple.” 

On a positive note, 
I also heard many 
times from individ- 
ual citizens from all 
walks of lives, who 
would like to be en- 
gaged in transform- 
Ing our relationship 
with Indigenous 
Peoples. 

How does one pro- 
ceed at an individual 
level? From my ex- 
perience over the 
past fifty years, here 
1s my advice. 

Do: 

- Learn and un- 
derstand the history 
of Indigenous peo- 
ples in Canada and 
the impact of colo- 


nialism — Read the 
Report of Truth and 
Reconciliation Com- 
mission (see 
www.tre.ca), take a 
cultural competency 
course and/or read 
one of the many 
books on the subject 
by both the Indige- 
nous and _non-in- 
digenous scholars. 

- In future, vote 
for representatives 
who support recon- 
ciliation and action - 
- Ask parties and 
candidates about 
their policies on In- 
digenous issues and 
vote for the ones 
who support and ad- 
dress Justice Sin- 
clair’s Report. 

- Advocate and 
oppor Indigenous- 
led causes. You can 
lend your support to 
Indigenous peoples 
for various issues 
e.g., housing in First 
Nations, clean 
drinking water, em- 
ployment equity, 
cultural revival, 
murdered and miss- 
ing women, child 
welfare, education 
system, restorative 
justice for Aboriginal 
inmates etc. 

There are many 
local, provincial and 
national Indigenous 
organizations, like 
the Peel Indigenous 
Network and Anish- 
nawbe Health Foun- 
dation, involved in 

roviding services, 

undraising, polic 
formulation and ad- 
vocacy. 
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Give them support, 
lend your hand 
and/or join in peace- 
ful protest! 

- As mentioned 
above, be informed 
and respectful of 
Treaties. Learn 
about the Treaties 
where you live. 

Learn about the 
importance of Land 
Acknowledgement 
and why and how to 
do it. 

- Become friends 
with Indigenous 
people. Invite them 
in your home, attend 
cultural events, and 
visit Friendship Cen- 
tres like the Peel 
Aboriginal Network 
and Native Cultural 
Centre of Toronto. 

- Examine your 
unconscious biases 
and work to change 
them for you and 
your family. 

Do not: 

- Prescribe solu- 
tions to Indigenous 
pena they have 

ad enough of other 
Poe providing so- 

utions over the last 

500 years that have 
caused more prob- 
lems. 

- Pity Indigenous 
a aes They do not 
need it! Empathy 
and understanding 
are needed. 

- Get involved 
with Indigenous is- 
sues out of compas- 
sion, as it, like 
infatuation, wears 


off in a short time. 
Over the centuries, 
Aboriginal 


People 


have had experience 
with many “do- 
gooders” who have 
imposed their value 
systems. Make sure 
you can sustain your 
commitment to 
working together. 

- Be a Performa- 
tive Ally, meaning 
your acts are purely 
for your benefits to 
increase your pro- 
files and receive 
kudos from others. 

- Stereotype In- 
digenous peoples. 
Similar to other 
communities, there 
are excellent and 
renowned people 
such as architects, 
painters, _ lawyers, 
writers, physicians, 
and Governor-Gen- 
eral. 

Indigenous peo- 
ples and all Canadi- 
ans are part of the 
larger Canadian 
family. To make sure 
that the work of the 
Truth and Reconcil- 
iation Commission 
was not in vain, we 
need to understand, 
empathize, reach 
out, provide a help- 
ing hand and undo 
many injustices suf- 
fered by Indigenous 
peoples. 

As Mr. Justice Sin- 
clair in his report 
said: “.....reconcilia- 
tion is not an indige- 
nous problem, it is 
for all of Canada.” 

Let us rise to the 
challenge! 
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EllisDon announces science-based emissions 
reduction targets 


Mississauga’s El- 
lisDon announced 
plans Wednesday 
to commit to sci- 
ence-based emis- 
sions reduction 
targets, in a bid to 
support an inter- 
national call-to- 
action asking 
large companies 
to increase effi- 
ciency. 

The developer 
said it would com- 
mit to setting ver- 
ifiable emissions 
targets through 
the Science Based 
Targets initiative 
(SBTi), which as- 
sesses corporate 
emissions targets 
in line with the 
Paris Agreement 
to reduce emis- 
sions and current 


climate science. 
EllisDon said it 
would set targets 


across its entire 
chain, via reduc- 
ing emissions 


from construction 
sites, assets and 
product services, 
along with seeking 
achievable and 
cost-effective so- 
lutions to help its 
clients target zero 
emissions. 

"By committing 
to science-based 
emissions targets, 
we are aligning 
ourselves with the 
right side of the 
future," said Ellis- 
Don’s chief strat- 
egy officer, Jody 
Becker. 

"As leaders in 
sustainability, we 


are committed to 
driving a low car- 
bon economy and 
providing innova- 
tive solutions for 
our industry." 

The goals put the 
company on the 
pathway to 
achieve net-zero 
emissions by 
2050. 

The company 
said in a state- 
ment that the 
commitment also 
represents a sig- 
nificant opportu- 


nity for 
collaboration 
among supply 


chain, clients, and 
partners to “real- 
ize true change in 
the industry and 
to lead by bringing 
innovative, effi- 


cient and achiev- 
able solutions to 
the market.” 
EllisDon, which 
operates its head 
office in Missis- 
sauga near Dixie 
Road, employs 
more than 5,000 


workers across 15 


offices, both 
within Canada 
and internation- 


ally. The company 
generates approx- 
imately $5 billion 
per year via con- 
struction services 


cw 


_ 


in multiple divi- 
sions, including 
initiatives in the 
energy manage- 
ment, smart suild- 
ings and data 
analytics sectors. 


Expansion of Peel Memorial key focus of upcoming Osler town h 


The ongoing re- 
sponse to. the 
COVID-19 _ pan- 
demic at Bramp- 
ton hospitals, and 
the expansion of 
Peel Memorial 
Centre, will be key 


topics next Tues- 
day, as William 
Osler Health Cen- 
tre will invite 
community mem- 
bers to make their 
views known dur- 


telephone town 
hall. 

Participants will 
have the opportu- 


nity to learn about 


the health sys- 
tem’s ongoing 
COVID-19 re- 


sponse, Peel Me- 
morial Centre 
Phase _ II expan- 
sion and cancer 
care efforts in the 
city, plus addi- 
tional updates 
during the meet- 


ing, which will be 
held on Tuesday, 
Oct. 5, from 7-8 


m. 
“I believe that 
active dialogue 
with health care 
leaders is impor- 
tant,” said Hema 
Ramlochan-Tuitt, 
a member of 
Osler’s _ Patient 
and Family Advi- 
sory Council, who 
will be moderat- 
ing the meeting. 
“Telephone town 
halls are a great 
way to feel con- 
nected to your 
community hospi- 
tal, especially dur- 
ing the COVID-19 
pandemic.” 
Participants in 
next Tuesday’s 
town hall _ will 
have an opportu- 
nity to ask ques- 


tions of the health 
system’s senior 
leaders and pro- 
vide feedback. 
Brampton 
Mayor Patrick 
Brown will be 
present to answer 


questions from 
residents, the 
health system 
confirmed in a 
statement. 
Residents can 
pre-register for 


the Town Hall by 
visiting the event 
website at 
williamoslerhs.ca 
/townhall or by 
calling and leav- 
ing their name 
and phone num- 
ber at (416) or 
(905) 494-2120, 
ext. 50200, before 
12 p.m. on Oct. 5. 
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What are the pros and cons of smartphones? 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Smartphones are 
the 21st century's 
most important 
invention. 

Many millenni- 
als have made sig- 
nificant changes 
in their lives and 
based their identi- 
ties around the 
latest brands or 
capabilities of re- 
cent models 

In 2020, the 
penetration rate 
of smartphones in 
India reached 54 
per cent, and was 
estimated to reach 
96 per cent in 
2040, more than 
double from fi- 
nancial year 2016, 
when only 22 per 
cent of the mobile 
subscribers were 
using smart- 
phone. 

Elsewhere, 
China (with a pop- 
ulation of 1.44 bil- 
lion) has seen 
more than 918 
million people 
(63.8 per cent) 
rely on smart- 
phones, while in 
India (1.38 _ bil- 
lion), smartphone 
users account for 
31.8 per cent 


(439.42 million) 
and the United 
States (331 mil- 
lion population) 
sees smartphone 
usage at 81.6 per 
cent (270 million) 
of its citizens. 
Research shows 
that 98 per cent of 


the population 
aged 18-34 is al- 
ready using 


smartphones in 
Canada. 

Their ad prefer- 
ences influence 
advertisers’ cre- 
ative strategies as 
they are highly 
sought-after mar- 
kets. A recent 
study also found 
that a majority (78 
per cent) of Cana- 
dians use one-to- 
nine apps daily. 

To send and re- 
ceive emails, you 
don't need to turn 
on the PC. Access 
your email ac- 
count from your 
smartphone. You 
can send and re- 
ceive messages as 
well as send them. 

You can place 
orders and create 
and edit photos or 
videos. 


Many apps are 


available for 
smartphones, and 
many of these 


apps can be found 
in the respective 
Google Play 
Stores. These apps 
can help ou 
quickly complete 
your task. 

GPS features are 
useful for cyclists, 
drivers, pedestri- 
ans, and cyclists. 
GPS features can 
identify conges- 
tion and calculate 
the time it will 
take to reach your 


destination. 
For several 
years, smart- 


phones have been 
an integral part of 
everyone's _ lives. 
It's the most com- 
monly used device 
on the planet 
today, and even 
pedestrians use 
one. 

This can be a 
source of distrac- 
tion, however. 

Parents often 
give their kids 
smartphones as 
entertainment, 
and children tend 
to spend more 


time on_ their 
phones than they 
do learning. Talk- 
ing on your mo- 
bile phone while 
driving can cause 
accidents. 

Mobile phones 
also have many 
benefits, including 
the ability to call 
911 or police in an 
emergency, com- 
municate with 
family and friends 
when you are 
away, send impor- 
tant messages, 
take photos, han- 
dle evidence, and 
even take _ pic- 
tures. With learn- 
ing moving online 
due to the COVID- 
19 pandemic, stu- 
dents are _ also 
learning at home 
using smart- 
phones. 

Love them or 
hate them, smart- 
phones are now a 
necessity. 

Still, teachers, 
parents and any- 
one who uses a 
smartphone _ to 
communicate with 
students or chil- 
dren need to be 
cautious. 


Smartphones 
can be a blessing, 
not a curse, and it 
is vital to inform 
people about the 


dangers. 

Due to the 
COVID-19 | lock- 
down, online edu- 
cation has 


resulted in an in- 
crease in mobile 
phone usage. This 
is having a nega- 
tive impact on 
low-income fami- 
lies that may not 
have the finances 
or resources to 
maintain monthly 
charges, particu- 
larly as the situa- 
tion for Canada’s 
education sector 
remains uncertain 
heading into the 
winter. 

Too much time 
on the phone can 
also lead to poten- 
tial problems 
down the line, 
such as hearing 
loss and straining 
one’s eyesight, 

The smartphone 
is now the pri- 
mary companion 
of youths. Mobile 
apps have been a 
great way to keep 


the youths occu- 


ied. 

YouTube, Face- 
book and Tik-Tok, 
among other apps, 
are keeping entire 
generations busy 
for hours. 

However, chil- 
dren may be ne- 
glecting their their 
education and re- 
sponsibilities due 
to their misuse. 

It can be chal- 
lenging to find 
comfort when 
your eyes are 
working all day, 
particularly for 
those who already 
rely on computers 
to begin with. 

Constant bright- 
ness from smart- 
phones can also 
cause damage to 
the eyes. The light 
from the phone 
can directly dam- 
age the retina. 

While there are 
certainly benefits 
to using smart- 
phones, as always, 
its “buyer be- 
ware” when it 
comes to the neg- 
ative benefits. 


lan & Rahimat - 2017 & 2019 
Graduates 


npower canada.ca 
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Swaby tapped as city’s new corporate business service director 


Public sector ex- 
ecutive Maurice 
Swaby has been se- 
lected as the City of 
Mississauga’s new 
Director of Corpo- 
rate Business Serv- 


ices, it was 
announced this 
week. 


Swaby, a 20 year- 
vet of the public 
sector, with various 
roles in policy de- 
velopment and en- 
vironmental 
management, will 
begin his new role 
next week, and will 
oversee operations 
for the city’s 311 
contact centre, re- 


alty services and 
corporate perform- 
ance. 

Having worked at 
the City for the last 
13. years, Swaby 
said this week that 
he is looking for- 
ward to “leading 
many transforma- 
tive initiatives... to 
drive change and 
ensure Mississauga 
remains a leader, 
always striving to 
deliver better re- 
sults for the resi- 
dents we serve.” 

Previously, 
Swaby worked as 
the city’s business 
planning manager, 


overseeing corpo- 
rate sponsorship 
and community 
services marketing. 
He previously led 
development of the 
City’s Community 
Services Master 
Plans for five divi- 
sions. 

“It’s a pleasure to 
welcome Maurice 
to his new role and 
the city’s extended 
leadership team,” 
said chief financial 


officer Shari 
Lichterman. “Mau- 
rice has. distin- 


guished himself as 
someone who can 
handle complex 


projects and a di- 
verse portfolio. A 
dynamic team 
leader, Maurice 


will be a welcome 
addition to our 
leadership 

bringing 


city’s 


team, 


strong business 
acumen and a track 
record of delivering 
results.” 


Trend of electric vehicles set to jumpstart the economy? 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Amid a rise in 
countries which are 
converting to exclu- 
sive sales of electric 
vehicles (EVs), gov- 
ernments are looking 
to protect themselves 
and future genera- 
tions from the ever- 
increasing levels of 
pollution around the 
globe. 

Emissions and ve- 
hicle fuel consump- 
tion have been a 
topic of concern for 
years. Rising fuel 
prices and high de- 
mand have made it 
impossible to stop 
the rising fuel cost, 
and alternatives to 
combustion vehicles 
are the solution. 

Electric transporta- 
tion is not only a 
cost-saving option, 
but it will also save 
the environment and 
money. 

You can fill your 
fuel tanks, and there 
is no need to worry 
about finding a fuel 
station near you. To 
charge your electric 
vehicle, all you need 
is a household adap- 
tor. Plug the vehicle 
in at night to enjoy 
the ride the next 
morning. 

Norway has taken 
the important step of 
making electric cars 
an exclusive option 
after 2025. The 
deadline for electric 


vehicles in Denmark 
and the Netherlands 
is set at 2030, and 
England has set 2035 
as the deadline. 

U.S. State Califor- 
nia is following Eng- 
land's lead. These 
signs show that elec- 
tric cars are on the 
rise worldwide. 

This is because 
electric cars cause 
less pollution. But 
there's another side 
that few are consid- 


ering. 
It is important to 
remember that 


power is rarely gen- 
erated in cities, and it 
can affect the envi- 
ronment in sur- 
rounding areas. 

However, electric 
cars can help reduce 
pollution in cities. It 
is natural that elec- 
tric vehicles will pos- 
itively impact the 
environment, as a 
large portion of the 
population lives in 
cities. 

Electric cars have 
many advantages, 
and electric cars are 
also affected by the 
fall in battery prices. 

Norway has_ the 
highest number of 
electric cars. How- 
ever, China is the 
country with the 
largest absolute mar- 
ket. 

The China Associa- 
tion of Automobile 


Manufacturers re- 
ports that plug-in hy- 
brids (PHEV and 
BEV) sales reached 
1.25 million and 0.25 
million in 2020, re- 
spectively. 

This places China 
ahead of Germany 
(395,000), which has 
outsold the United 
States in E.V. sales. 

Many European 
countries saw triple- 
digit growth in elec- 
tric vehicle sales last 
year, but industry 
trackers estimate 
that the U.S. growth 
rate was only four 


percent. 
With 328,000 sold 
units, the United 


States is still third in 
electric vehicle sales, 
and it is ahead of 
France, the U.K., and 
others. 

Not surprisingly, 
China sold five mil- 
lion electric cars in 
the first quarter, 
compared with one 
in four new cars 
being sold in Europe. 

The world's face 
will change if the 
leaders of developing 
countries follow the 
same path as the 
ones in developed 
countries. 

Many other devel- 
oping countries can 
learn from _ the 
United Kingdom's 
decisions on electric 
vehicles in Norway, 


Denmark, Nether- 
lands, and_ the 
Netherlands to sig- 
nificantly reduce pol- 
lution. 

Arecent Australian 
study found that 
many economists 
favour promoting 
electric vehicles, and 
10 per cent of them 
supported a carbon 
tax on petrol cars in- 
stead of a subsidy. 
These methods make 
electric vehicles 
more affordable than 
petrol cars. 

Subsidizing electric 
cars will cost the gov- 
ernment while taxing 
fuel with a carbon tax 
will generate rev- 
enue. 

It begs the ques- 
tion, is it really worth 
spending money on 
feasible work while 
increasing income? 

It seems reasonable 
to tax petrol cars. 
Some may argue that 
taxing petrol vehicles 
will raise their prices, 
which could be detri- 
mental to the con- 
sumer. 

It is up to the gov- 
ernment to decide 
whether they will im- 
pose a tax on petrol 
or a subsidy for elec- 
tric cars. Only the 
difference is that a 
tax on fuel cars only 
applies to the indi- 
vidual who _ pur- 
chases it. 
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The tax burden on 
the public is not 
borne by electric cars 
that are subsidized. 
It seems sensible that 
the government im- 
poses a tax on petrol 
cars, which would 
burden polluters, 
and the ordinary per- 
son would be ex- 
empted from this 
burden. 

To encourage citi- 
zens to buy electric 
cars, another policy 
change is required. 
Different electricity 
rates are set in every 
country according to 
when it is morning, 
afternoon, and 
evening. The price of 
electricity may be 
lower at night and on 
weekends than 
higher during the 
day. 

The rate per unit 
may be lower if elec- 
tricity is being gener- 
ated from solar 
energy during day- 
light hours. 

It is therefore im- 
portant to set the 
electricity price in 
your country 
promptly. This will 
enable electric car 
owners to charge 
their cars whenever 
they want. This will 
make electric vehi- 
cles less expensive. 

This will also lead 
to a reduction in 
power consumption. 


Two policy changes 
are required if the 
government is to in- 
crease electric car 
use. 

First, electric cars 
should not be subsi- 
dized. Instead, fueled 
cars should be taxed. 

The second is to set 
electricity rates 
promptly. However, 
we should note that 
the pollution caused 
by electric vehicles is 
only a displacement. 

The replacement 
of, say, 100 fueled 
cars with 500 electric 
vehicles will not re- 
duce pollution. 
Human beings must 
reduce the earth's 
pollution burden in 
order to reduce it. 
Public transport fa- 
cilities should be im- 
proved by 
governments as well. 

Parallel to the 
metro trains being 
operated in all cities, 
it is important that 
small towns have a 
strong bus system to 
travel in their own 
cars less often. 

The rise of electric 
cars all around the 
globe is a sign that 
there's no point at 
which "bad" can be 
"good," but hope- 
fully, this will lead to 
a better world for our 
children; it's our next 
generation. 
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Railway crossing safety highlighted in new “Lifesaver” program 


Look both ways 
before you cross 
that railway. 

Brampton coun- 
cillors and repre- 
sentatives from 
Operation _Life- 
saver Canada and 
HUB Surface Sys- 
tems were on- 
hand last Friday 


in the city’s 
downtown core 
to demonstrate 


the importance of 
remembering 
railway crossing 
safety, with the 
unveiling of new 
safety decals as 
part of the Look. 
Listen. Live. 
Community 
Safety Partner- 
ship Program. 

Through _ the 
new program, de- 
cals will be in- 
stalled at eight 
major rail cross- 
ings throughout 
the city, includ- 
ing four decals at 
the area of Mill 
and Railroad 
Street, and four 
in the James and 
Johns Street 
area. 

“Incidents at 
railway crossings 


are tragically 
common across 
this country, and 
each one affects 
the victim’s fam- 
ily and friends, as 
well as railway 
employees, first 
responders and 
broader commu- 
nities,” said 
Sarah Mayes, Op- 
eration Lifesaver 
Canada’s na- 
tional director, 
during the un- 
veiling ceremony 


last week. 

“We want peo- 
ple to slow down, 
look in both di- 
rections, listen 
for approaching 
trains, and obey 
all railway warn- 
ing signs and sig- 
nals.” 

Every year, 
dozens of Canadi- 
ans are killed or 
seriously injured 
in collisions at 
railway crossings. 

Operation Life- 


saver works with 
municipalities to 
identify locations 
where rail-safety 
decals can be in- 
stalled to remind 
people to be alert 


and aware 
around rail- 
crossings. 


The goal of the 
decals is to pre- 
vent tragic cross- 
ing incidents by 
making pedestri- 
ans, cyclists, and 
drivers more 


aware of the need 
to be vigilant 
around railway 
crossings. These 
decals are made 
of a thermoplas- 
tic material engi- 
neered to 
maximize the life 
of a pavement 


marking. 
“This partner- 
ship aims to 


make the public 
more aware of 
hazards 
railway 


the 
around 


crossings and 
help save lives,” 
said Wards 1 &5 
regional council- 
lor Paul Vicente. 

“The safety of 
all Brampton res- 
idents is of ut- 
most importance 
and it’s critical 
that everyone be 
aware of their 
surroundings for 
their own wellbe- 
ing.” 


ECONOMIC CLUB 


e OF CANADA 


-@ TELUS 
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INFORMATION WEBINAR 


THE WAY FORWARD: S TRENDS SHAPING 
GROWTH OPPORTUNITIES IN CANADA 


The past two years have been eventful for 
Canadian entrepreneurs. Yet as the economy 
recovers, labour shortages, the rise of remote 

work and e-commerce, and increasingly 
frequent climate events continue to have an 
impact of the Canadian economy. How will 
these trends affect your business? And how 


can you position yourself to pursue growth ir 


this rapidly evolving environment? 


Jamohl Rutherford 


Manager, Entrepreneurship 
Centre — GTA West 


Join Jamohl Rutherford as he walks you 
through the major trends reshaping our worlc 
and share some tools to help you make the 


most of them. 


WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 20, 2021 
SPONSORED BY: IOAM - 1TAM MB 
(-) 


MISSISSAUGA 
BOARD OF TRADE 


PEEL 


WEEKLY 


Digital Newspaper 
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SPORTS 


New Malton courts named after “Superfan” Bhatia 


Call it a “court of 
dreams.” 
Members of the 
Malton Sting bas- 
ketball team came 
out in full force to 
celebrate the 
opening of a new 
set of basketball 
courts in the vil- 
lage Saturday 
morning, named 
after Toronto 
Raptors “Super- 
fan” Nav Bhatia. 
Bhatia, a long- 
time supporter of 
the time and char- 
itable contributor 
to many causes, 
helped cut the rib- 
bon on the new 
courts alongside 
city dignitaries, 
sponsors and key 
sport _ officials, 
who said __ they 
wanted to bring 
something special 
to the community. 
Bhatia con- 
tributed $150,000 


towards the new 
courts, located at 
Paul Coffey Park 
near the corner of 
Derry and Gore- 
way, through his 
charitable “Super- 
fan” foundation, 
and organizers at 
Saturday’s event 
are looking for- 
ward to making 
the site special, 
just as the village 
was for Bhatia. 
“Malton is very 
special to me,” 
Bhatia said during 
the opening cere- 
monies, telling an 
assembled crowd 
of more than 100 
participants that 
Malton was where 
he raised his fam- 
ily. 
“Tt was the warm 
welcome we re- 
ceived from such 
a diverse commu- 
nity that gave us 
the strength to 


build the life we 
have today... we 
are proud to give 
back through 
these courts.” 

The new courts 
include three full- 
fized and one In- 
ternational 
Basketball Feder- 
ation (FIBA) regu- 
lation size court, 
which can be used 
for hosting tour- 
naments and 
housing fans. 

City officials say 
more upgrades 
are planned for 
the park, includ- 
ing tennis courts, 
a cricket pitch and 
a leash-free dog 
zone, while the 
Superfan Founda- 
tion plans to host 
a “Celebrity Bas- 
ketball Camp” 
next year with star 
appearances and 
plenty of training 
opportunities for 


many deserving 
youths. 

“Tam very 
thankful to Nav 
and his founda- 
tion for their con- 
tributions and 
commitment to 
the Malton com- 
munity,” said 


Ward 5 Council- 
lor, Carolyn Par- 


rish. “They have 
really made an 
impact on Missis- 
sauga and this is 
just the  begin- 
ning. These are 
the kinds of proj- 
ects that put Mal- 
ton on the map. 
The Superfan has 
not forgotten his 
first home in 


Canada.” 

The redevelop- 
ment of the park 
was part of the 
city’s 2019 Parks 
and Forestry Mas- 
ter Plan, which fo- 
cused on growing, 
connecting and 
developing park- 
land. 


Bird’s The Word as Volunteer MBC hosts golf tournament 


Volunteer MBC 
will host its third 
annual Golf Tour- 
nament—Back to 
the Green charita- 
ble fundraiser to 
propel its effort 
toward commu- 
nity recovery from 
the COVID-19 


pandemic. 


The event was 
originally sched- 
uled for Thursday, 
September 23, 
2021, but due to 
inclement weather 
will instead run 
Thursday (Sep. 
30), with the Na- 
tional Day of 
Truth & Reconcil- 


iation being ob- 
served on site at 
the Caledon Golf 
and Country Club. 

The Golf Tour- 
nament is a spe- 
cial event held 
annually to sup- 
port important 
community causes 
through the local 
volunteer centre. 
Now in its third 
edition, this year’s 
central cause is 
community 
COVID-19 recov- 
ery. 

Volunteer MBC 
has been provid- 
ing essential serv- 
ices since the start 
of the pandemic. 
With the help of 
staff and commu- 
nity volunteers, 
they were able to 
produce over 


6,000 masks and 
deliver over 
30,000 meals. 

Funds raised 
from the tourna- 
ment will ensure 
the continuity of 
these services and 
the scaling-up of 
community recov- 
ery efforts. 

The in-person 
event is expected 
to run full-day, 
following COVID- 
19 safety guide- 
lines. It will be a 
friendly _experi- 
ence for golfers of 
all skill-levels to 
come together for 
a day of fresh air, 
camaraderie and 
fun. 

Expected atten- 
dees include Peel 
residents, com- 
munity leaders as 


—o- 


well as the fea- 
tured guest, Jason 
Scorcia, champion 
ProGolfer and 
Special Olympics 
athlete. 

Scorcia will be 
leading the Beat 
the Pro contest 
where partici- 
pants will get the 
opportunity _ to 
compete against 
him for chance to 
win a prize. 

Other _ special 
contests include 
Hole in One, 
Longest __ Drive, 
Closest to Pin and 
Putting contests. 

The two biggest 
prizes are a Bolton 
GM Car and a Mo- 
torHome Travel, 
7-day RV rental 
valued at $2,200. 

“We recognize 


all of the great 
benefits that the 
Volunteer MBC 
provides to the 
communities of 
Mississauga, 
Brampton, and 
Caledon. And it is 
through these all- 
inclusive volun- 
teer initiatives 
that friendships 
and business rela- 
tionships are 
formed and the 
results of their ef- 
forts are a strong 
united commu- 
nity,” said Neil 
Sammut,  presi- 
dent of United 
Telecom. 

For more infor- 
mation or to do- 
nate, visit 
bit.ly/vmbcgolf- 
tournament. 


The Bolton 
Brewers won the 
Strother Cup on 
Saturday, defeat- 
ing the New Low- 
ell Knights 12-0 in 
Game 3 of the 
North Dufferin 
Baseball League 
championship. 

The teams 
played the first 
two games of the 
best-of-five affair 
last weekend, 
with the Brewers 
winning both 


games by scores 
of 2-1 and 4-1. 
Bolton 


deci- 
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sively capped off 
the series winning 
the final game in 
the sixth inning 
on a grand slam 
from Stephen 
Warden and when 
the mercy rule of 
ten or more run 
differential came 
into effect. 
Interestingly, a 
grand slam from 
Chris Fafalios 
opened the scor- 
ing in the first in- 
ning to make it a 
4-0 Bolton lead. 
The Brewers 
plated three more 


ghiay iLTay 


runs in the second 
and a single in the 
fifth to take com- 


mand of the 
game. 
Fafalios also 


chipped in with a 
single and team- 
mates Brett 
Chater and Carter 
Burnside each hit 
a pair of singles. 
Mike Wallace sin- 
gled and doubled 
and Drew Volkey 
hit a double. 

New Lowell was 
limited to two hits 
- both doubles by 
Brandon Norrie 


& 
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Bolton sweeps New Lowell in NDBL finals 


and Chris Rettie. 
Steve Baldry 
started on the 
mound for the 


Knights lasting 
two innings. He 
gave up. seven 
runs on seven hits 
while fanning 
one. 

Norrie limited 


the runs to one 
over his three in- 
nings of work, al- 
lowing three hits, 
one walk, and one 
hit batter with 
five strikeouts. 
Kurt Roy en- 
tered in the sixth 


Scott Ande é 


frame and had 
one out when the 
four-run homer 
ended the game. 
Roy gave up two 
hits, one walk, 
with one hit bat- 
ter. 

Bolton — started 
their ace pitcher 
Trent Barwick 
pitching six in- 
nings, yielding 
two hits, and 
striking out one. 

Barwick and fel- 
low pitcher Nick 
Hodgson ~_-were 
named the most 
valuable players 


for the playoffs in 
a post-game pres- 
entation and 
awarded the Paul 
Carruthers Me- 
morial Award 
from league sec- 
retary Scott An- 
derson. 

Anderson also 
presented the 
Strother Cup to 
Burnside, Chater, 
Warden, Nick 
Pettinaro, John 
Hutchinson and 
Trudy Burnside of 
the Brewers. 


the St rother Cup to Carter Burnside, Nick Petti- 


naro, Brett Chater, Trudy Burnside, Stephen Warden, and John Hutchinson of the 


Bolton Brewers during a post-game presen 


Dey 


ga lf 


tation Sept. 25, 2021. (Photo by David 


Anderson) 


INDIVIDUAL TICKETS ON SALE NOW | /-2e 


—o- 


dell ey by 


WEEKLY 


Digital Newspaper 
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LIFESTYLE / AROUND TOWN 


Caledon expands seniors’ facilities as Rotary Place breaks ground 


by Alex Gregory 


A seniors’ centre 
on Bolton is get- 
ting a new lease 
on life, as ground 
broke late last 
week on a new ex- 
pansion for the 
centre. 

Members of 
Caledon council 
were on-hand to 
celebrate the 
groundbreaking 
for the new sec- 
tion of the Rotary 
Place, part of the 
Caledon Seniors’ 
Centre, on Friday 
morning. 

The new expan- 
sion will include 
8,000 square-feet 
of space with new 
multi-purpose 


rooms, a new 
commercial 
kitchen, an OPP 
station and other 
amenities, along 
with renovations 
to the existing fa- 
cility, which will 
add administra- 
tive offices and 
new _— program- 
ming spaces. 

Construction on 
the new expan- 
sion is expected to 
be complete by 
fall 2022. 

“Tt’s critical that 
we invest in pro- 
grams and serv- 
ices to help 
Caledon residents 
age in place,” said 
Mayor Allan 


Thompson. “I’m 


excited about this 
expansion project 
as it will serve not 
only our 


aging 


population but all 
community mem- 
bers.” 

In a statement, 
the Town of Cale- 


don said that con- 
struction is being 
managed carefully 
to ensure the im- 
pact on surround- 


ing residential 
and environmen- 
tal areas is mini- 
mized. 


Doors Open Brampton brings digital offerings for second year 


So nice, they had 
to do it twice. 

Doors Open 
Brampton returns 
with a digital expe- 
rience this week, as 
residents across 


the city and be- 
yond will be able to 
explore 


heritage 


and cultural sites 
from the comfort 
of their own home 
through Oct. 31. 
The digital pres- 
entation, hosted at 
brampton.ca/door 
sopen, will allow 
visitors to view the 
city’s history and 


learn more about 
its heritage 
through a series of 
virtual tours and 
videos highlighting 
various sites 
around Brampton, 
as part of the sec- 
ond digital presen- 
tation for the 


event. 

Doors Open 
Brampton will fea- 
ture photos, videos 
and online tours of 
20 sites through- 
out the city, and 
new this year, the 
locations will high- 
light buildings with 


green initiatives, 
trails, parks, 
beaches, lakes, 


conservation areas 
and green neigh- 
bourhoods. 

“Digital Doors 
Open offers an ex- 
perience like no 
other, giving peo- 
ple the chance to 
explore spaces 
around Brampton 
and the entire 
province,” said 
Wards 9 & 10 city 
councillor Harkirat 
Singh. “Be sure to 
visit our online hub 
of tours, videos 
and photos. of 
some of Bramp- 
ton’s most interest- 
ing locations, 
highlighting our 
green initiatives 
and outdoor 
spaces.” 

Visitors can also 
discover the best 
place to enjoy the 
fall colours and 
take part in virtual 
tours from _ the 
city’s 2021 Nurtur- 


ing Neighbour- 
hoods program. 

The project is 
part of the larger 
Doors Open initia- 
tive, held by the 
Ontario Heritage 
Trust, which works 
with communities 
across the province 
to open the doors, 
gates and court- 
yards of their 
unique and most 
fascinating cultural 
sites so that resi- 
dents can explore 
the stories inside. 

“This online 
event gives you the 
opportunity to visit 
Brampton’s most 
beloved spaces 
from the comfort 
of your own 
home,” said 
Brampton Mayor 
Patrick Brown. 

For more infor- 
mation, visit the 
Doors Open 
Brampton site at 
brampton.ca/door 
sopen. 


The season of au- 
tumn is beautiful. 

The animals are 
so busy with scur- 
rying around and 
the birds fly over- 
head in flocks and 
land in front of us. 

Everything is in 
preparation for 
winter. Some will 
hibernate and oth- 
ers will fly south 
and return in the 
spring. The trees, 
leaves, scurrying 
animals are sym- 
bols of how we 
change constantly 
without realizing it. 
It is the time to 
make wine. 

Spiritually, au- 
tumn is the last 
season of the year. 
It is when the 
plants and crops 
finish growing and 
just die off to re- 
generate in the 
spring. 

The leaves on the 
trees turn beautiful 
colours and fall off, 
leaving the tree 
bare and skeletal 
until spring comes 
again. Flowers just 
stop blooming. 

The weather be- 
comes cooler and 
then colder and we 
start wearing heav- 
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ier clothes and eat 
warmer foods. 
Everything 
changes. 

Winter renews, 
spring regenerates, 
summer goes full 
bloom, but autumn 
ends. 

We have the time 
change and we see 
less light at the be- 
ginning of the day. 
We adapt and learn 
to wake up in the 
dark and get going. 
It is a time we mod- 
ify our time to. 

This is the season 
for determining 
new values, deci- 
sions and goals. It 
is a harvesting and 
assessment time 
for what has passed 
in the previous year 
and a time for set- 
ting new goals for 
the coming year. 

It is about the 
harvest moon, hay 


bales, farms’ 
change, Thanksgiv- 
ing, Hallowe’en, 


dry leaves blowing 
in the wind, etc. 

This is the time to 
go to the farmers 
markets and see 
the harvest as it is. 
Walk in the cool 
autumn air. 

Do a _ scavenger 


—e— 


hunt: pinecones, 
leaves, gourds, 
pumpkins, birch 
bark, chestnuts, 
seeds, acorns, 
stones, rose hips, 
twigs and set it up 
in the middle of 
your table. It is a 
reminder of what 


was. 

Now is the time to 
prepare for what is. 
Think of what you 
want at the same 
time 


next year. 
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Health and Wellness - Moving Into Autumn 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


Write it down, date 
it and put it some- 
where you will eas- 
ily find it next year. 
You will be sur- 
prised. 

Everything is dif- 
ferent. Nature 
changes beautifully 
and quietly. We do 
too but we don’t 
notice it as much. 

There is a peace 
in autumn and bal- 
ance physically and 
spiritually. Every- 


thing is _ purified 
and prepared for 
next year. 

There is the har- 
vesting of the old 
and a time to sow. 
It is about making 
choices and taking 
action. We change 
but do we notice? 

Hockey and Bas- 
ketball are back 
and so many youth 
sports are 
restarted. The are- 
nas are full with 


youngsters of all 
ages and on the ice 
they go. Basketball 
and inside sports 
are on the go. 

The youngsters 
have missed a year 
in the sports this 
last year. It is so 
good to get back to 
what they love to 
do. 

So much to do in 
this season like all 
the rest. Enjoy. 


Local artists open new studio gallery in Belfountain 


Kayla Jackson 
and Connie Mun- 
son are excited to 
welcome you to 


their Studio 
Gallery in the 
Melville White 


Mississauga Road, 
just four minutes 


south of Belfoun- 
tain! 

The new gallery 
will be open 12 - 6 
p.m. on Thursday 
through Sundays 
and holiday Mon- 
days and by ap- 
pointment. 
Opening Thanks- 

' > 


giving weekend, 
Oct. 9 with their 
first themed show, 
“Country Roads,” 
featuring all things 
barns, fields & 
small towns. 
Featured works 
from Kayla Jack- 
son, ecmunson, 


and a curated se- 
lection of artists’ 
from Ari Momeni’s 
Picsalive collec- 
tions. 

In mid-October, 
they will be joined 
by Karen Brown, 
an encaustic artist 
from Erin, with 


her elemental and 
moody pieces that 
evoke such a sense 
of yearning and 
nostalgia. 

A month of beau- 
tiful art ranging 
from oils, acrylics, 
encaustics, mixed 
media, and pho- 
tography which ex- 
plore the richness 
of life along those 
country roads. 

Expect to see 
artists in action 
when you stop by 
this studio — from 
oils, to acrylics, 
pastels, plein air, 
mixed media, and 
more — with visit- 
ing artists stopping 
by for an Open 


Studio day of 
shared inspiration. 

The gallery is an 
invitational show- 
case for select re- 
gional artists with 
themed shows and 
a purveyor’s collec- 
tion of gifts from 
well-known _arti- 
sans. 

Look for the Stu- 
dio Gallery’s first 
community wide 
event, on Oct. 22 
and 23, with their 
free Plein Air event 
for Culture Days! 
For more informa- 
tion, email jmstu- 
diogallery@gmail. 
com. 


The fall season is 
officially underway 
and with fall tem- 
peratures expected 
to be above the sea- 
sonal average, it’s a 
perfect time to get 
out and explore 
local conservation 
areas responsibly. 

Credit Valley Con- 
servation (CVC) has 
several parks that 
offer an ideal back- 
drop to take in the 
beautiful fall fo- 
liage. 


Nw 


Ghouls just 
wanna have fun! 

Owner and CEO 
of DentalX, and 
registered dental 
hygienist, Anaida 
Deti, recently of- 
fered her tips on 
how the little ones 
can still have a 
spook-tacular Hal- 
loween during a 
scary pandemic 

As the fun-filled 
day slowly creeps 
up, your little 
ghosts and goblins 
are likely eager to 
hit the candy jack- 
pot, although going 
door-to-door the 
traditional way may 
be a little trickier 
for them this year 
with a hair-raising 
pandemic on the 
loose. 


How ToH 
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“Some of the most 
vibrant fall colour 
change happens in 


the heart of our wa- 
tershed,” said CVC 
senior manager 


Terri LeRoux. 

“Visitors can see a 
spectrum of colours 
at Terra Cotta Con- 
servation Area or 
the Cheltenham 
Badlands because 
of the variety of 
trees at these loca- 
tions.” 

Terra Cotta Con- 


ave 

Registered Dental 
Hygienist Anaida 
Deti is regularly 
asked to provide 
tips and commen- 
tary to Canadians 
on how to take bet- 
ter care of their oral 
health. 

As the ambassa- 
dor and trainer for 
both the Ontario 
and Toronto Dental 
Health Associa- 
tions, she says that 
making safe and 
healthy decisions 
won't take the fun 
away for little mon- 
sters this  Hal- 


loween, but rather 
help them treat - 


not trick - their 
teeth, and _ their 
health. 

Some frightful 


tips to help ‘lift 


—e— 


servation Area, lo- 
cated in Halton 
Hills, is a short 
drive from the city 
and offers 485 
acres of park space 
to explore in the Ni- 
agara Escarpment. 
The park has sev- 
eral trails that won- 
der through mature 
forests where vi- 
brant fall colours 
can be seen. Visi- 
tors can purchase 
daily admission on- 
line for contactless 


spirits’ include: 


You've been 
Boo'd: Spread some 
cheer by dropping 
off a Halloween 
goodie bag on the 
doorsteps of family 
and friends. It 
could be a handful 
of treats, crafts, 
spooky notes, or 
toys. 

Host a Fang-tastic 
Zoom Party: 
Gather your closest 
friends and host a 
Halloween-themed 
virtual party! Show 
off costumes, do 
the monster mash 
and even have a 
pumpkin carving 
contest. 

Trunk-or-Treat: 
organizing a neigh- 
bourhood trunk-or- 
treat is sure to be 
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Explore Fall Colours Responsibly at Credit Valley Parks 


pay. 
The Cheltenham 
Badlands, located 


in Caledon, is one 
of the most recog- 
nizable and visited 
natural heritage 
landmarks in 
southern Ontario. 

Due to its popu- 
larity, visitors must 
make a reservation 
to visit. 

While at a park, 
visitors are asked to 
respect the hours of 
operation, all 


both fun and safe 
for little ones. Dec- 
orate vehicles and 
have kids go trick- 
or-treating from 
car to car. 
Designate adults 
to help out with 
sanitizer and/or 
handing out the 
goodie bags rather 
than encouraging 
too many small 
hands to reach in- 
side the trunks. 
Weird Science: 
Channel your inner 
mad scientist and 
have fun concoct- 
ing potions galore! 
Use kitchen staples 


and household 
items to whip up 
some Vampire 
Slime,  Franken- 
stein’s Phlegm, 


Ghost Rockets, or 


—o- 


posted signage and 
enter through sanc- 
tioned access 
points only. Dogs 
are welcome at CVC 
parks, however 
they must be kept 
on a leash of two 
metres or less at all 
times for safety. 
Visitors are asked 
to remain on desig- 
nated trails and use 
waste stations to 
avoid littering. 
CVC said in a 
statement last week 


Pumpkin 
dough. 
Glow in the dark 
Halloween Egg 
hunt: Dust off those 
Easter eggs for dou- 
ble duty this year! 
Draw some 
spooky faces or add 
Halloween stickers 
to make them 
themed, stuff with 
candy, and _ hide 
them in the yard for 
a hunt! Try adding 
glow sticks and egg 
hunting at night, 
for extra spooki- 
ness in the dark. 
Ghoulish Good- 
ies: Whip up some 
homemade _ Hal- 
loween treats that 
are sure to put a 
spell on you! Find a 
recipe for Feet-loaf 
or Eye-Ball Pasta, 


Play- 


that it expects the 
fall season to be 
busy at the parks. 
Visitor and parking 
capacity limits are 
in place to ensure 
physical distancing. 
Visitors should be 
prepared to turn 
back if a property is 
full. 

The conservation 
authority recom- 
mended that visi- 
tors check its park 
advisories before 
leaving home for 
the latest updates 
and fall colours re- 
port at each park. 

“We welcome 
everyone to our 
parks and ask visi- 
tors to responsibly 
follow the rules and 
instructions pro- 
vided by our dedi- 
cated staff,” said 
LeRoux. “We also 
remind you to re- 
spect all municipal 
parking regulations 
as illegal parking is 
subject to fines and 
towing.” 

Visitors can also 
enjoy fall colours as 
CVC’s other parks. 


To learn more 
about the parks, 
visit cvc.ca. 


Spider Pizza or the 
classic Mummy 
Dog. 

You might even 
try your hand at 
decorating a gin- 
gerbread house 
styled as a haunted 
house! 

Neighborhood 
Spookfest: Coordi- 
nate with neigh- 
bours and have a 
campfire, s’mores, 
and maybe even a 
scary movie set up 
via projector. 

Neighbours can 
arrange themselves 
a safe distance from 
each other, take 
turns at the camp- 
fire telling spooky 
stories, or enjoy a 
scary (or not) flick 
on a home projec- 
tion set up. 
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Adina V. takes home top prize in summer song contest 


Indie-folk singer 
Adina V. took 
home top honours 
with the grand 
prize during the 
Mississauga Arts 
Council’s “Sauga 
Summer  Song- 


writing Contest,” 
announced this 
week. 


The arts council 
and Metalworks 
studios an- 
nounced the win- 
ner of the contest 
this week, ex- 
plaining that the 
decision from its 
jury members was 
unanimous. 

Adina took the 
top prize, which 
includes record- 
ing time at Metal- 
works, for her 
song, “Admit It.” 

“T can’t believe 
it... I am blown 
away. This drives 
home that what I 
am doing is the 
right path,” said 
Adina. “I can’t 
wait to get in the 


moon makes way for day 
the world wipes its brow of darkness 
morning dew arrives 


studio and start 
recording!” 

The jurors, 
which included 
country singer- 
songwriter Alessia 
Cohle; musician 
and record pro- 
ducer Anthony 


Panacc; Daytrip- 
per Music Pub- 
lishing’s Jordan 
Howard; and 
MAC communi- 
cations producer 
Sherri Murray, all 
collectively agreed 
that “Admit It” 
stood out for its 
catchy melody 
and strong lyrics 
that stuck in the 
minds of all the 
jurors. 

Adina, a fourth- 
year student at 
Humber College’s 
Bachelor of Music 
program, told ju- 
rors that she 
writes from the 
heart, and is well- 
versed in a variety 
of genres, includ- 
ing pop, punk and 


musical theatre. 

“We can’t wait to 
have Adina join us 
at Metalworks to 
record and mix 
her song, Admit 
It.” says Metal- 
works Studios 
founder & CEO, 
Gil Moore. 

“We are looking 
forward to seeing 


her music career 
flourish with this 
opportunity, and 
can’t wait to see 
where this will 
take her.” 

The song was 
announced as the 
winner of the con- 
test during the 
2021 Mississauga 
Music Awards, 


hosted virtually 
earlier this 
month. 

“Adina is a part 
of a diverse, tal- 
ented Mississauga 
music scene and 
we know she has a 


bright future 
ahead of _ her,” 
said producer 


Demetrius Nath. 


For more infor- 
mation about the 
contest, visit the 
Mississauga Arts 
Council website at 
missis65- 
saugaartscoun- 
cil.com/programs 
/summer-song- 
writing-contest. 
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in the Indigenous Community 
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by Chandrakant Shah 


The recent dis- 
covery of a large 
number of un- 
marked graves of 
Indigenous _ chil- 
dren on the 
rounds of resi- 

ential schools op- 


erated by _ the 
churches raises 
uestions about 


the role played by 
the faith commu- 
nity in the lives of 
Indigenous Peo- 
ples. 

Historically, 
there was a close 
collaboration be- 
tween the coloniz- 
ers and churches: 
the empire wanted 
the material re- 
sources of the 
colon and 
churches wanted 
the souls by con- 
verting inhabitants 
whom they _la- 
belled as 'heathens’ 
to be Christian. 

With recent re- 
luctance on the 
part of the Catholic 
Church to ask for 
an apology about 
these discoveries 
and finally yielding 
to public pressure, 
the question arises 
- has much 
changed? 

I cite my experi- 
ence in working 
with the remote 
and isolated In- 
digenous commu- 
nities in northwest 


Ontario. 
Resources for 
health, education 


and social services 
are scarce in these 


Indigenous com- 
munities; so are 
employment op- 
portunities. 


Before my retire- 
ment as a physi- 
cian, I considered 
that I should re- 


visit these Indige- 
nous communities 
as my last visit was 
twenty-five years 
ago. 

In 2015, I visited 
a very remote and 
isolated fly-in First 
Nations commu- 
nity with a popula- 
tion of 250. 

One of the Men- 
nonite patients I 
saw in the nursing 
station was home- 
bound for a while 
and needed home 
visits to keep him 
socially connected. 

I asked the pastor 
for an  appoint- 
ment; however, the 
pastor and_ his 
wife, both in their 
late twenty, were 
kind enough to 
visit the nursing 
station. 

I introduced my- 
self as an old man 
(79 years) waiting 
in the departure 
lounge (my way of 
being light- 
hearted). I then 
narrated the con- 
cerns about my 
client, asking for 
their help for two 
to three’ times 
weekly home visits. 

In the end, while 
the pastor was get- 
ting up from his 
chair, he said, 'Dr. 
Shah, I am worried 
about you.' I asked 
him why. He said 
he realized that I 
was an old man 
and a good man, 
but upon my de- 
parture from the 
earth, I would not 
go to heaven. 

I asked him why 
again; and _ he 
replied that as I 
was not Christian 
and, “Only those 
who believe in 


—e— 


Christ go to 
heaven.” I replied, 
"My dear Pastor, 
please do_ not 
worry about me.” 

I then asked him 
if he knew that 
there were seven 
heavens: one for 
Christians, one for 
Muslims, one for 
Jews, one for Hin- 
dus and so on; and 
then I assured him 
that if he believed 
that I was a good 
man, then surely 
one of these heav- 
ens would accept 
me. He was 
speechless! 

During my many 
visits to the north- 
ern Indigenous 
communities, I 
have observed that 
even in the small- 
est communities, 
there are several 
churches of differ- 
ent denomina- 
tions. Blessed are 
those who work 


there! 
Their archdiocese 
supports these 


churches for their 
missionary work, 
and they remained 
relatively resource- 
rich compared to 
their adopted com- 
munities. 

Over the years, I 
also observed that 
the churches were 
more interested in 
expanding their 
congregation by 
converting Indige- 
nous peoples 
rather than being 
involved in ‘service 
to humanity.' 

If they frily cared 
for humanity, I 
thought churches 
could put their dif- 
ferences aside and 
pull resources to- 
gether and help the 
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Two Sides of a Coin: Reflecting On My Work 


inhabitants in 
many ways: 

I regularly en- 
countered many 
individuals in 
these communities 
with chronic phys- 
ical and emotional 
problems needing 
a meaningful en- 

agement in their 

ay-to-day life. 

However, _ their 
communities 
lacked those infra- 
structures. I 
thought this prob- 
lem required a 
local solution: if 
these churches 
could work _ to- 

ether pooling 
their resources in 
developing a day 
progiame that could 

eep these individ- 
uals occupied. 

With the consent 
of the head of the 
regional _Indige- 
nous Health Au- 
thority and their 
mental health unit 
director, I con- 
nected with the 
head offices of 
churches in 
Toronto to. call 
such an ecumeni- 
cal regional meet- 


ing. 
While individuals 
in the hierarchy of 
churches liked the 
idea, there was no 
commitment. 
Ultimately, as I 
was getting old, I 
channelled my en- 
ergies elsewhere. 
Let me not cast a 
blanket aspersion 
that churches do 
not care. My work 
with different faith 
churches such as 
the United Church, 
Anglican Church 
and Presbyterian 
Church in raising 
funds for a new In- 


digenous health 
center in Toronto 
has been reward- 
ing. 

Also, I have met a 
remarkable Angli- 
can bishop who 
has left a perma- 
nent mark on my 
memory. 

My most memo- 

experience 
been with 
(late) Anglican 
Archbishop — Ed- 
ward Scott, former 
primate of the An- 
glican Church. 

The Indigenous 
Medical Services 
Branch of the Gov- 
ernment of Canada 
and the Nishnawbe 
Aski Nations of 
northern Ontario 
convened the 
Scott-McKay-Bain 
Health Panel in re- 
sponse to a hunger 
strike y the abo- 
riginal leaders in 
the Sioux Lookout 
Zone Hospital in 
1986. 

The panel con- 
sisted of late Arch- 
bishop Scott as the 
lead commissioner 
and (late) Dr. 
Harry Bain from 
the Hospital for 
Sick Children and 
Mr. Wally McKay, 
executive director 
of Tikinagan Child 
& Family Service. I 
was one of the re- 
search consultants 
on this project. 

One Saturda 
morning in the fall 
of 1988, the arch- 
bishop called me 
asking me whether 
I could review the 
draft of their final 
report before it 
went to the printer 
for publication on 
Monday. 

I asked him why. 


He replied, "While 
I trust my two 
other commission- 
ers, I need an opin- 
ion from a neutral 
person like you.’ 

I felt honoured by 
his faith in me and 
said yes. He told 
me that the report 
would be delivered 
to my home in a 
short while. 

Two hours down 
the road, my door- 
bell rang, and 
when I opened my 
door, I was sur- 
prised by the per- 
son I saw — it was 
the archbishop 
himself delivering 
the report. 

I could not be- 
lieve my eyes and 
thought this must 
have been an ex- 
ample of great hu- 
mility. 

The report de- 
scribed the sor 
state of healt 
services provided 
to the Indigenous 
Peoples living in 
isolated twenty-six 
communities. 

It recommended 
many concrete so- 
lutions including 
the development of 
the First Nations 
Health Authority 
lead by Indigenous 
Peoples. Many of 
the recommenda- 
tions were imple- 
mented. 

For the interested 
reader, a link to the 
report is as follows. 

(slmhc.on.ca/as- 
sets/files/From_H 
ere_to_There_- 

Steps_Along_the 
_Way.pdf) 

Has much 
changed? I leave it 
to you, my reader, 
to judge for your- 
self. 


ASK A POOL EXPER Toon 


Have a problem with your pool? Book a Virtual Swimming Pool Service Call 


905-990-3265 


www.asKab 


oolex 


oert.com 
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Arts on the Credit 
Fine Art Show 
November 6 & 7, 2021 
“ArtWorks" 


artsonthecredit.ca/art-works 
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application on website 
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New management plan unveiled for conservation area 


Residents inthe community con- angevilleand be- Attendees at Mono and Or- 2005, set the 


Island Lake area_ sultation session. yond. Wednesday angeville and en- stage for the de- 
of Peel’s northern _Island Lake “CVC is excited night’s meeting compasses 329 velopment of sev- 
communities got Conservation to release the heard more de- hectares ofspace. eral key 


to hear about de- Area’s (ILCA) draft Island Lake tails about the The current recreational facil- 
velopments re- newmanagement CA management plan, which will management _ ities andsupport- 
garding a new _ plan outlines pri- plan,” said Eric define develop- planforILCAwas ing infrastructure 


park manage- ority areas for Baldin, CVC’s ment of the park completed in such as the boat 
ment lan ecological manager of land for the next 25 1997andoutlines launch, docks, 
Wednesday restoration, capi- planning and years,aswellasa objectives and di- picnic pavilions, 
evening, as Credit tal investments management. question-and-an- rections for the washrooms, 
Valley Conserva- and new recre- “Parkvisitorsand swer session with property for 20 _ parking lots, 
tion (CVC) un- ation activities residents have CVC representa- years. viewing plat- 
veiled community and experiences played an integral tives. This plan, to- forms, fishing 
feedback for the for residents liv- roleindeveloping ILCA is located gether with an piers and _ trail 
area during a _ ing in Mono, Or- the plan.” in the Towns of addendum in system. 


The new plan 
will establish an 
updated vision 
and objectives 
that respond to 
current opportu- 
nities and pres- 
sures. 

A new set of di- 
rections will also 
guide natural re- 
aT : mmm 6source manage- 

We thle ye ment, capital 
wey Hs’ ae investments, 
ah recreation and 
visitor experi- 
ences over the 
next 25 years. 

The plan will be 
completed by the 
end of 2021. 

Look for further 
coverage of this 
story in upcom- 
ing editions of 
Peel Weekly 
News. 
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FROG IN HAND PRESENTS 


WAR OF THE 
WORLDS 


REIMAGINED 


A new radio play in 3 parts 


Coming September 2021 
Join us and listen over zoom 


Sz frog in hand Conseil des arts Canada Council 
Suuiatelnie chy suCanada for the Arts 
MISSISSAUGA 
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Expanding Economic Opportunities for BIPOC Youths 


by Ron Cunningham, Citizens for the Advancement of Community Development 


Citizens for the Ad- 
vancement of Com- 
muonoit y 
Development 
(CACD) has _ helped 
expand economic 
opportunities for 
BIPOC youth 
through free pro- 
grams held earlier 
this year. 

The programs, 
which include sev- 
eral skills develop- 
ment and mental 
health programs, 
targeted BIPOC 
youths aged 15-24, 
who are part of a vul- 
nerable and socially 
excluded segment of 
society. 

In these programs, 
we work to ensure 
that participants 
meet their basic 
needs, improve their 
livelihoods and being 
empowered to raise 
their voices for the 
cause of systemic 
racism and discrimi- 
nation, hate crimes, 
increase access to ed- 
ucation, overcome 
barriers to employ- 
ment and other soci- 
ological-economic 
factors. 

Participants had 
the opportunity to 
take part in work- 
shops that focused 
on academic and ed- 
ucational skills de- 
velopment; 
employment and oc- 


cupational develop- 
ment strategies; 
leadership and men- 
torship; digital liter- 
acy & innovation 
skills for future jobs; 
creating their own 
start-up _ business; 
life skills develop- 
ment; and mental 
health and well- 
being. 

It is the position of 
CACD that the world 
of ener chang- 
ing, and that young 
people are not prop- 
erly trained to deal 
with it. 

Essentially, they 
are set up to fail in 
the new economy. 

The youth are our 
future, and if they 
fail, we all fail. 

Therefore, CACD's 
current program- 
ming is to bridge the 
gap that BIPOC 
youth are experienc- 
ing in education, em- 
ployment, and other 
socio-economic fac- 
tors, that affect their 
abili to make 
healthy choices, 
manage stress, and 
be able to address 
these particular fail- 


ings in our commu- 
nity. 
In the current 


scheme of things, we 
are seeing a conver- 
gence of information 
technology, COVID- 
19, social unrest and 


other unsettling is- 
sues impacting the 
lives of our young 
people, thus necessi- 
tating the need to 
continue on_ this 
same vein for the 
coming year. 

Consequently, we 
are seeking partner- 
ship. with _ like- 
minded individuals, 
including —_—youth, 
community organi- 
zations, private sec- 
tor organizations, 
and all levels of gov- 
ernment to remedy 
this imbalance. 

However, despite 
all these challenges, 
these are exciting 
times that offer new 
opportunities for col- 
laboration, network- 
ing and support. 

Further, it is our 
board of directors’ 
commitment to meet 
the needs of the most 
vulnerable and so- 
cially excluded youth 
of communities as 
we have attempted 
to rethink the deliv- 
ery of our mission in 
a _ physically-dis- 
tanced world. 

In the coming year, 
CACD will embark 
on anewstrategic di- 
rection that will 
“push beyond sus- 
tainability into a 
widely accessed, self- 
reinforcing, power- 
fully pro-active, 


=. a 


demonstrate 


life-changing force 
for good for BIPOC 
youth and young 
adults.” 

Our fall program 
will continue to place 
emphasis on several 
subjects, including 
critical —_ thinking; 
problem solving; en- 
trepreneurship and 
financial literacy; in- 
formation §technol- 
ogy; teamwork and 
collaboration; writ- 
ing and interview 
skills; and health and 
wellness. 

Participants found 
the programs earlier 
in the year to be a 
valuable learning ex- 
perience, conducted 
In an inclusive envi- 
ronment. 

The main interest 
was the variety of 
topics that were dis- 
cussed which pro- 
vided the 
opportunity for them 
to not just learn 
about the subject 
matters but to be 
given the chance to 
voice their options 
and discuss issues 
that affect them in a 
safe space. 

One of the pro- 
grams highlighted 
amongst the partici- 
pants was the finan- 
cial literacy program 
which gave students 
the chance _ to 
their 


knowledge of savings 
and investment 
through a stock trad- 
ing gaming strategy. 
The data collected 
revealed that having 
been a part of this, 
has improved their 
thinking and deci- 
sion making skills 


along with their lead- 
ership skills. 
Participants also 


alluded to the pre- 
paredness of the fa- 
cilitators of the 
programs in the de- 
livery of their con- 
tent. 

This not only 
helped them to pre- 
pare mentally for the 
sessions but also 
made them excited 
and willing to partic- 
ipate in the sessions. 

This past summer, 
several of our pro- 
gram participants 
took a COVID-safe 
field trip to the Sher- 
wood Mortgage 
Group, where they 
were engaged by the 
staff sharing their 
motivations and in- 
spiration in business 
success. 

This trip allowed 
the participants the 
opportunity to meet 
each other for the 
first time and get to 
interact and know 
each other better. 

When _ discussing 


employment oppor- 


tunities in our pro- 
grams, having to cre- 
ate their resumes 
and understand 
what is required of 
them in interviews 
was also highlighted 
aS a major outcome 
for the participants. 

Participants also 
gave their sugges- 
tions about what 
topics and activities 
they would like to see 
in the future, with 
references made to 
hosting public 
speaking, network- 
ing and relationship- 
building programs. 

Having more out- 
ings was also sug- 
gested, but future 
social activities must 
be made with clear 
COVID-19 guidelines 
in mind. 

Many accolades 
were given to the fa- 
cilitators of the vari- 
ous sessions. The 
participants were es- 
pecially pleased with 
the overall presenta- 
tion of the program. 
They hited that it 
was well worth their 
time and effort to be 
a part of the pro- 
gram. They look for- 
ward to being back in 
person, when it is 
safe to do so. 

For more informa- 
tion on CACD, visit 
our website at cacd- 
canada.org. 
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